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Spring time greetings!

Spring is a good time to reflect on successes 
and opportunities as well as concerns. The 
Board of Directors met last week for a facilitated 
conversation and reflected…it was a great 
session and highlights include:

SUCCESSES:

• Strong commitment by volunteer leaders 
is evident

• Developed, executed, and recently updated 
the Strategic ACTION Plan 

• Solid working relationship with Glatz 
Management Services administrative team

• Noticeable connection between programs 
and mission and theme 

• Sophisticated partnerships (IWF Global; 
Chicago Council on Global Affairs; United 
Airlines)

• Successful ‘reboot’ of Bylaws including 
Board terms 

• Kicked off Strategic Planning discussions 
targeting January 2019

CONCERNS

• Best way to communicate with 
membership?

• Will members attend Signature Event 
planned for March 2019?

• What is the best way to encourage 
members to complete their member 
profile?

Mary Lee Montague
IWF Chicago President and Board of 
Directors, IWF Leadership Foundation
And Managing Partner Nonprofit Practice, 
DHR International
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WHAT’S INSIDE
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• What is the best ‘one liner’ to articulate the 
IWF message and value proposition?

• Will IWF Chicago be ready to develop, 
manage, and take organization to the next 
level via a strategic plan within the year?

• What is the best way to sustain our 
members? Engage our members?

OPPORTUNITIES:

• New Website via IWF Global. We will be 
the ‘beta forum’ with our website on their 
platform!

• Conferences after Melbourne include 
Miami, Barcelona, Vienna, Toronto, 
London, Detroit, Seattle, and more!

• IWF Chicago Newsletter reformat!
• New Strategic Plan!
• Interesting and ‘membership driven’ 

programming and special events
• Exciting Signature Event being planned!
• Opportunities for YOU to be active in 

YOUR organization.
• We appreciate you recognizing the 

hard work that goes into providing 
you programs, friendships, and global 
connections. There are many women that 
work hard to provide the platform for all 
of us to connect both locally and globally…
please consider joining us.

Together…Building Bridges,
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O'Hare Airport and United 
Airlines Tour and Reception 
Recap 

On Saturday, March 3rd, over 50 IWF 
Chicago members and their guests 
met at O'Hare Terminal 1 for a "behind 
the scenes" tour of United Airlines.  
The event was hosted by Julie Stewart, 
Chief of Staff to the Office of the 
CEO,  and several other members 
of United's leadership team.   We 
began our tour with a look at United's 
baggage operations.   Did you ever 
wonder how your bags made it to your 
next flight when you only have a 20 
minute layover or question how the 
decision is made to hold a flight if your 
connection is late?  We saw first hand 
United's impressive baggage handling 
process, including the importance 
of having above and below the wing 
support for each flight.  

From there we moved to the SOC-- 
United's systems operations center.   
We had a chance to see how flights 
are tracked and gained a better 
understanding of how decisions are 
made regarding flight patterns and 
overall operations.  Fun fact-- the 
direction on the compass that the 
runway points equates to the runway 
number.  For example a runway 

pointing due west is called runway 
27 because it is located on the 270 
degree mark or a compass.   The same 
runway, heading in the opposite 
direction would be called runway 9 
(because it is located on the 90 degree 
mark).

From the operations center, we headed 
over to the crew domiciles where we 
had a chance to see how the pilots 
and flight attendants prep before each 
flight.  Next we climbed the stairs to 
United's ramp control center.  Did you 
know that a plane must clear at least 
four control towers just to take off and 
land?   United flies approximately 36 
million passengers through O'Hare 
every year, which is about 99,000 
people per day, so imagine the amount 
of traffic that each of these towers 
must handle on any give day!

We ended our tour at the Polaris 
Lounge where everyone was invited to 
sample in the delicious food and drink 
of United's international first class 
lounge.   

Thank you to the Program Committee 
and our United Airline hosts for 
organizing such an amazing 
experience for our members and 
guests.

Program News

Welcome New Members

Houston Conference

Tidbits

Stockholm Conference

IWF Global Brochure

View the video highlights from the 
2017 World Leadership Conference 

in Houston.

Check out the video from the 2017 
World Cornerstone Conference in 

Stockholm, Sweden.

The IWF Global Brochure is a perfect tool 
to share with prospective members.  The 
brochure lists the dates and locations of 

the upcoming World Conferences.

Questions, comments, or concerns?

WATCH THE VIDEO

WATCH THE VIDEO

DOWNLOAD NOW

The IWF Chicago Membership Committee 
is excited to announce the newest member 
of the Forum.  Please join us in welcoming 
this amazing woman; she would enjoy 
hearing from a local member.

Margaret McCurry
President, Tigerman McCurry Architects
mimccurry@tigerman-mccurry.com

If you have questions about the membership process, 
please contact Michelle at the admin office: info@
iwfchicago.org or the IWF Chicago Membership Chair 
Amy Dordek Dolinsky or Chair Elect Collete English DixonCONTACT US
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Leslie Hindman

Tell us about your “day” job. 

CEO of Leslie Hindman Auctioneers, one of the nation's 
leading fine art auction houses with auction centers 
in Atlanta, Chicago, Denver, Palm Beach, Milwaukee, 
Naples, Scottsdale and St. Louis.  We hold approximately 
50 auctions per year of furniture and decorative arts, 
contemporary art, 19th century European and American 
paintings, drawings and prints, jewelry, books and 
manuscripts and more.

What are three of your favorite things?

1. Travel. I travel as often as possible. One of my 
favorites was Libya a week before Gaddafi's fall.

2. Attending art fairs and auctions and meeting 
collectors.

3. I love entertaining and meeting new people. 

Tell us something surprising about yourself.

I have a full-size taxidermy zebra in my living room in 
Palm Beach.

Meet Your 2018 Dine Around Hosts

Marilyn Lissner

Tell us about your “day” job.

I am an Executive Director at Cushman and Wakefield 
(C&W) where I have been actively involved in the 
commercial real estate industry for close to 40 years 
(Yikes), of which 32 have been with C&W. C&W is a 
leading global real estate firm with 45,000 employees in 
70 countries with $6 Billion in revenue where every day 
brings new challenges, expectations and total devotion 
and commitment to our clients’ needs. In 1987 I was a 
founder and President of Chicago CREW, the first real 
estate women’s network organization dedicated to the 
support, education and career advancement of women 
in the commercial real estate industry.

What are three of your favorite things?

1. Traveling the world.

2. Hanging out with grandchildren.

3. Dining at the latest and greatest restaurants 
anywhere.

Tell us something surprising about yourself.

As the ultimate networker, I have fixed up 9 couples and 
looking for my 10th!



Meet Your 2018 Dine Around Hosts (cont’d)

Tina-Marie Adams

Tell us about your “day” job.

I am managing director of APCO Worldwide’s Chicago 
office.  APCO is an independent, women-owned global 
communications consultancy that advises clients 
on everything from corporate positioning, thought 
leadership and crisis communications to consumer 
campaigns, corporate social responsibility and public 
affairs.

What are three of your favorite things?

1. Playing sports like volleyball, softball and tennis.

2. Reading my daughter’s favorite books and talking 
about them afterward.

3. Career advising women at all stages from first job to 
career change to independent consulting.

Tell us something surprising about yourself.

I have 5 kids ranging in age from 10 to 34 and two 
grandchildren.

Aleksandra Efimova

Tell us about your “day” job. 

I am entrepreneur, global traveler, writer. I founded 
Russian Pointe brand of dancing suppliers at age 20 out 
of my college dorm room and grew it into a premier 
global brand. From our European and USA distribution 
centers we supply over 450 dancewear stores (most 
owned by women) and have great E-comm. Division. 
Through numerous commercial and non-profit projects, 
I have traveled around the world from weddings in 
India to building relations with Chinese manufacturers, 
from yoga in Bhutan to leading delegation with CSO to 
Moscow, from whitewater rafting in Chile to setting up 
distribution center in Europe. My home is a reflection of 
my journeys, experiences and interests.

What are three of your favorite things?

1. Taking cooking classes around the world.

2. Cycling on country roads.

3. Going on architectural tours when I travel.

Tell us something surprising about yourself.

I cycled across Death Valley and from Florence to Rome!
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Meet Your 2018 Dine Around Hosts (cont’d)

Dixie Adams

Tell us about your “day” job. 
I recently took a sabbatical from a 32-year career at IBM.  
During my tenure, I worked in a variety of leadership 
roles, most recently managing a $1.4B portfolio of 
services-based clients in the US.  Regardless of my role, I 
remained client facing in the strong belief that working 
with clients to solve the business challenges of today is 
what keeps us growing, learning, and relevant.  While 
looking for my next adventure, I am thoroughly enjoying 
the opportunity to engage more deeply in Chicago 
Youth Centers, a non-profit committed to helping school 
age children in some of Chicago's most challenged 
neighborhoods achieve their full potential and the Shedd 
Aquarium, one of Chicago's most beloved institutions. 

What are three of your favorite things?
1. Spending time with my husband, Rick, 60+ feet 

below sea level-- it not only gives us a chance to 
explore the underwater beauty, but also provides 
the added benefit of allowing us to disengage from 
the outside world. To-date, our favorite dive spot is 
a collection of small islands called Wakatobi near 
Sulawesi.

2. Traveling with our four kids-- while I doubt they will 
ever admit to loving a museum or a lengthy historical 
tour, our best memories come from spending 
dedicated time together as a family

3. Renovating old homes-- I love the entire process, 
from envisioning the end result to managing through 
the chaos to achieve the  transformation.  It helps that 
I like to paint and am good with a caulk gun!

Amy Dordek Dolinsky

Tell us about your “day” job. 
I’m the co-founder of GrowthPlay. We help companies 
determine if they have the right sales talent in the right 
roles using our sales assessment tool and also offer 
development, coaching and training solutions. Our 
clients are either professional service organizations or 
companies with growing sales forces. I’m charged with 
driving our growth so I spend most of my time with 
clients in the market.

What are three of your favorite things?
1. Spending time with my husband Steve Dolinsky and 

my kids Madeline (20) and Max (17)

2. Traveling with my family and eating at exotic places 
all over the world

3. Mentoring young women entrepreneurs and 
founders and seeing them excel

Tell us something surprising about yourself.

I ran (ok, maybe “fast walked” is a more accurate term) a 
marathon on the Great Wall of China. I’m now obsessed 
with aerial yoga and go to Air Fit as much as I possibly 
can. I dream of performing on silks like Pink does in her 
shows.



Meet Your 2018 Dine Around Hosts (cont’d)

Jennifer Alter Warden

Tell us about your “day” job. 
Chief Operating Officer and Exec VP, Baird & Warner 
Real Estate.  For the past 22 years I have woken before 
my alarm, excited about what I will do that day. Whether 
it is helping lead a 162-year old company into its 6th 
generation, building a culture that has earned B&W its 
6thTop Workplace Award in a row, or pioneering one-
stop shopping in residential real estate, I have been 
fortunate to be part of a great company that sustains 
itself by continual reinvention. I also am proud to have 
launched our charitable initiative, the Good Will Network, 
which has contributed more than $2 million to non-
profits since its inception.  

What are three of your favorite things?
1. Summer weekends in Michigan - biking, beach and 

dinner with my husband and friends. (Is that what 
retirement is like?)

2. When my sons take me on a special adventure such 
as my own “mom bachelor party” since I wasn't 
invited to the real one.

3. The relationship I have with my three siblings; we 
live all over the country but are there for each other in 
good times and hard.

Tell us something surprising about yourself.

I don’t go to the grocery store. This began when I got a 
pass on my birthday, then the week and month of my 
birthday (August), then the months that touch August, 
and on from there. I do make an exception if there is no 
roof overhead, fruit markets are fine!

Ginger Gorden

Tell us about your “day” job. 

What are three of your favorite things?

Tell us something surprising about yourself.

6


