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WHAT’S INSIDE

The Bridge
Your Connection to IWF Chicago

A Message from Immediate Past President  
Mary Lee Montague

Final greetings to all, 

I am officially passing the gavel and wel-

come Jennifer Alter Warden to step into 

the role of President of this wonderful 

Forum.

Before I dash away, I would like to say 

thanks … I really enjoyed being your presi-

dent and appreciate the vote of confidence 

and opportunity. It has been a wonderful 

platform for ‘thoughtful risk taking.’

As a membership-driven organization we 

are only as good as the participation of 

the membership! Please always remem-

ber … This is YOUR ORGANIZATION. It is 

important to continue to grow our global 

platform right here in Chicago and we 

need you and all our members to be part 

of the formula. 

We have big plans as we continue to grow 

and now I get to formally introduce the 

person that will be leading us further to-

ward this goal … my friend, the gal who 

had my back the last 21 months, the one I 

have traveled the world with … Barcelona, 

South Africa, Stockholm and on to Russia 

… with and without our husbands. 

In her day job she is COO for the real estate 

firm, Baird &Warner, and by night she is 

a mother of two grown sons, wife to Rob, 

civic leader, lifelong Chicagoan, long dis-

tance bike rider, flag waver of her family 

heritage, and someone who is certainly not 

afraid to jump in and get her hands dirty.

I am proud as I bid you adieu after our 

many months of successful change but 

even prouder as I turn over this role to 

your new President, Jennifer Alter Warden 

who is primed and ready to lead us all as 

we continue to improve upon our IWF 

Chicago legacy. Thank you, Jennifer, for 

stepping up! You go girl! 

  

P.S. I now assume my role as Nominating 

Chair … so I will be looking for our next 

round of leaders to be named next year 

at this time … will that be YOU?! 

Mary Lee Montague
IWF Immediate Past President 2017-19 

and IWF Nominating Chair 2019-2020 

and CEO, Montague & Associates
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A Message from IWF Chicago President
Jennifer Alter Warden

Dear IWF Chicago members,

I am honored, proud and excited to be your new president. I very 
much appreciate your support and confidence as our stellar new 
board embarks on the 2019-2020 year.

So, who are we? We are a group of women, accomplished in our 
fields, demonstrated leaders, committed to women’s advancement 
- specifically to paying it forward - and interested and involved in 
a world beyond Chicago.

I look forward to working together as we expand our reach, brand 
and impact and continue to provide value to our members and 
enhance IWF Chicago’s position as the hub for global women’s 
leadership in Chicago.

How will we do this?

1. By partnering with organizations whose missions intersect ours, 
of which there are many in Chicago. With your help we will reach out, 
cross promote events, ideas and experiences, and raise our profile. 

2. By piloting new ideas, i.e. trying things. While we are not 
new, we can still be nimble! In 2018 we tried Lunch Arounds. 
This year they are back by popular demand and nearly sold 
out. Other self-organizing groups are always in formation. 
Examples are the north shore book club, a group discuss-
ing women in venture, and ongoing Dine Around con-
versations I probably don’t even know about. Ideas such 
as these and more will enrich our experience and impact.  

3. By participating in IWF Chicago endeavors: Join a com-
mittee; identify and sponsor a new member who will benefit 
and contribute; and serve as a connector to a new member to 
ensure her initial experience is positive and she is up to speed 
on what we are about.

Participating also means supporting the Signature Event, next year 
featuring noted Futurist Edie Weiner, CEO of the Future Hunters, 
and planned for March 4, 2020, at the Four Seasons. This is our 
only fundraising event of the year, and along with your dues, is 
how we keep operations going. Please mark your calendars now 
and step up early to sponsor a table.

RESOURCES

IWF Global Brochure

Newsletter Archives

The IWF Global Brochure is a perfect tool 
to share with prospective members. The 
brochure lists the dates and locations of 

the upcoming World Conferences.

View Past Issues of The Bridge 
(login required)

Questions, comments, or concerns?

DOWNLOAD NOW

CONTACT US

VIEW NOW

Miami Conference

Check out the video from the 2018 World 
Leadership Conference in Miami, Florida.

WATCH THE VIDEO

Barcelona Conference

Check out the video from the 2019 
Visionaries & Voyagers Cornerstone 

Conference in Barcelona, Spain

WATCH THE VIDEO

https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/images/downloads/iwf_brochure.pdf
http://iwfchicago.org/contact.php
https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/news.php?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTDsr-VXhuQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fulZjW-uMq8&feature=youtu.be
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A Message from IWF Chicago President Jennifer Alter Warden (continued)

Make a difference. 
Offer a suggestion.

SUBMIT A SUGGESTION

We value your suggestions! Let 

us know how we can improve 

your member experience. What 

are your thoughts on programs, 

member engagement, events, 

member criteria, etc. Constructive 

criticism is welcome.

We Need to Know...

Finally, and on a personal level, I want to share with 
you why at this stage of my life I have decided to take 
a deep dive into IWF. It’s very simple, and it’s tied to 
my vision for the organization.

As I shared at the annual meeting, my “why” is per-
sonified in a young German woman named Theresa 
who is staying in my home. Theresa, who is 26, is on 
an 18-month rotational program at Innogy, a German 
company that generates and distributes energy from 
renewable sources. She is a scientist (yay!), bright, inter-
ested and eager for guidance in any number of areas.

I believe it is my responsibility and ultimately my 
pleasure to help young women like Theresa achieve 
their potential. 

As we look at how we can deepen our impact person-
ally I encourage you to think of your “Theresas” - in 
your workplace, in your networks, in your families. 

As the newly elected president of the “hub for global 
women’s leadership in Chicago,” I look forward to 
exploring how we can do this as an organization.

Thank you for your support and excitement. I appre-
ciate your confidence. I look forward to the work we 
will do “building bridges together”. 

Any member who wishes to get to involved or be a 
connector can do so by signing up HERE.

Jennifer Alter Warden
COO, EVP Baird & Warner Real Estate

https://iwfchicago.org/survey.php?id=53
https://iwfchicago.org/survey.php?id=69


4

Spring 2019 Survey Results – Key Highlights

24 % - Dine Arounds

9% - Friends & Family Private Tours

14% - December Holiday Party

10% - Summer Lunch Around

15% - Signature Event, Women Who Make a Difference

9% - June Annual Meeting

11% - Bi-monthly Newsletter, The Bridge

9% - Cocktails & Conversation (pre-conference programs)

6.40% - Enhance Global Citizenship

9.01% - Local Events & Programs

4.65% - Travel Opportunities with Members

5.23% - Leadership Opportunities

8.14% - North American Conferences

10.17% - International Conferences

11.92% - Caliber of Members

11.05% - High-Touch Events (i.e. Dine Around, Private Tours)

14.53% - Part of a Global Organization

6.40% - Support for Personal & Professional Development

12.50% - Diverse Networking

16.36% - Fewer Professional Demands

10.91% - Fewer Personal Demands

12.73% - Different Types of Events

18.18% - Events Held 5:00pm - 7:30pm

9.09% - Events Held 11:30am - 1:00pm

6.67% - Events Held 7:30am - 9:00am

7.27% - Events Located Closer to my Home in Downtown

6.06% - Events Located Closer to my Home in Suburbs

9.70% - Events Located Closer to my Work in Downtown

3.03% - Events Located Closer to my Work in Suburbs

49% - Very Likely

37% - Somewhat Likely

14% - Neutral

What local member offerings are most 
important to you?

What do you value most about IWF Chicago?What would encourage you to attend more local events?

How likely would you be to recommend/
sponsor a professional woman (who meets our 

membership guidelines) as a prospective member 
in the next six months?
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Amazing Women News

J. Usha Raj, M.D., M.H.A., Anjuli S. Nayak Professor of Pediatrics, University 
of Illinois, Chicago

Usha Raj was an invited speaker at the Latin American meeting of Pediatric 
Cardiologists in Merida, Mexico. Raj and members of IWF Mexico dined at the San 
Angel Inn, one of the most famous restaurants in Mexico City. 

Sharon Oberlander, Wealth Management Advisor for Merrill Lynch, 
introduced Kohl’s CEO Michelle Gass in conversation with Rachel Winer, 
President Edelman Chicago at Executives Club of Chicago Women’s Leadership 
Breakfast on June 5. Sharon was recently honored to be ranked 6th on the Forbes 
Top 100 Women Advisors list nationally.
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JoAnn Seagren, Managing Director
JA Glynn Private Wealth

JoAnn Seagren and Mike Kimbarovsky 
are pleased to announce that they will 
lead JA Gynn Private Wealth for JAG 
Capital Management in Chicago. 

JoAnn and Mike will continue to 
provide custom in-house managed 
investments and planning for families 
and individuals as part of a like-minded 
team.

They welcome a conversation to share 
their excitement.

IWF Members Making “The List”

Crain’s Chicago Business 2019 Notable Women in Finance

Joan Rockey

Principal and CFO,  
CastleArk Management

Victoria “Vicki” Dudley

CFO, Vice President and 
Treasurer, TTX

Marie Winters

Senior Vice President,  
Northern Trust Asset Management

Amazing Women News (Continued)

Gail Golden, MBA, Ph.D., Principal of 
Gail Golden Consulting, LLC

Ten years ago — May of 2009 — I was 
handed my severance papers along 
with a third of the consultants at the 
firm where I had been working.
 
A week later, on May 14, I had a ticket 
to go to a large women’s networking 
event. I couldn’t stand the idea of 
walking in and saying, “Hi, I’m Gail 
Golden and I’m unemployed.” So my 
husband, Dan, and I went to Kinko’s 
and printed up some business cards  
for me.
 

That evening at the event I started 
talking about my non-existent 
company. Do we do coaching? Sure. 
How about training? You bet. Do we 
work with teams? Oh, yes. The next 
morning when I woke up, I thought — 
“You know, I could do that.” And thus, 
Gail Golden Consulting was born.

In the intervening 10 years, I’ve 
received more generosity than I could 
have expected. I’m so grateful to the 
many people who have supported and 
collaborated with GGC over the past 
decade, and I’m delighted to share this 
anniversary with all of you. 
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Annual Meeting

Year of Reflection,  
Call to Get Involved!
On June 20, IWF Chicago held its member-
only Annual Meeting to honor both the 
outgoing Board of Directors as well as vote on 
the 2019-2020 slate. In addition, the evening 
allowed for members to meet new associates, 
network and learn about forum business 
conducted over the last year and upcoming 
initiatives.

Outgoing President Mary Lee Montague 
provided a high-level Year in Review 
highlighting what a busy year it has been. 
One achievement, developing the branding 
“Building Bridges,” – not just for marketing 
collaterals, but as the basis of the forum’s 
thought leadership – was at the forefront of 
the year’s executive decision making and 
served as a core tenet for members both on 
a personal and professional level. Other key 
accomplishments included: 

• Increased member attendance and 
participation at global conferences, 
outnumbering other forums 

• Drafted Phase I of a strategic 
communications plan

• Launched the first digital newsletter, The 
Bridge, boasting a readership rate of 58 
percent

• Acted as a beta test partner for IWF 
Global resulting in enhancements to the 
Chicago Forum’s website (soon to be 
launched) 

• Achieved a strong financial foothold 
through diligent oversight and program 
enhancements

• Updated bylaws to reflect measures 
that strengthened the ability to provide 

succession and continuity in leadership 
within the organization:

o President Elect now rolls up to 
    President
o Vice Chairs now included on the 
    board 
o At Large Director positions increased 
    to five 

Before officially passing the gavel to 2019-
2020 President Jennifer Alter Warden, 
Montague announced the inception of the 
President Bridge Award, which was created 
to recognize non-board members who 
exemplify the forum’s mission either through 
volunteerism or going above and beyond 
expectations to serve the forum.  

2019 President Bridge Award Winners

• Joy Baer: Contributions to the forum 
website upgrade project

• Vicki Dudley: Fundraising efforts for the 
2019 Signature Event 

After taking the gavel, Warden thanked the 
members for making the forum the hub for 
global women’s leadership in Chicago. She 
also challenged members to cast a wide net 
in their commitment to women’s initiatives 
by seeking out talented women to foster 
and promote. This, she outlined, will be 
accomplished through a commitment to 
partner with organizations whose missions 
mirror IWF Chicago; by piloting new ideas 
and by participating in forum endeavors 
such as joining a committee, sponsoring 
a new member and serving as a member 
connector. Any member who wishes to get 
involved or be a connector can do so by 
signing up HERE. 

https://iwfchicago.org/survey.php?id=69


Mary Lee Montague delivered her 
outgoing president’s address. 

Jennifer Alter Warden

(L-R )Mary Lee Montague, Kathleen 
Yosko, Jennifer Alter Warden  

and Vicki Dudley. 

Mary Lee Montague handed over the 
gavel to Jennifer Alter Warden.

2019-2020 Board of Directors

Executive Committee
President 
Jennifer Alter Warden, Baird & Warner Real Estate
President Elect
Lynn Osmond, Chicago Architecture Center
Secretary
Donna de St. Aubin, St. Aubin, Haggerty & Associates, Inc.
Treasurer
Janet Malzone, Grant Thornton LLP

Membership Committee
Chair Collete English Dixon, Roosevelt University
Vice Chair Debra Moritz, Cushman and Wakefield LLP

Engagement Committee
Chair Pamela Forbes Lieberman, PFL Inc.
Vice Chair Evelyn Kuo Fitzgerald, Social Venture  
Partners Chicago

Programs Committee
Chair Kendra Coleman, Kindred Organizational 
Consulting - Global Leadership Consultancy
Vice Chair Susan Poser, University of Illinois at Chicago

Signature Event Committee
Chair Kerry Jordan, CFA
Vice Chair Emily Reynolds, Reynolds Consulting

At Large Directors
Laurel Bellows, The Bellows Law Group, P.C.
Kate Markin Coleman, ias advising
Amy Dordek Dolinsky, Waterstone
Ginger Gorden, ggCFO
JoAnn Seagren, JA Glynn Private Wealth

Immediate Past President & Nominating Chair
Mary Lee Montague, Montague & Associates

8

Annual Meeting (Continued)
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Event Recap

IWF Chicago members throughout the Gold Coast, Lincoln Park, Old Town, Roscoe Village, 
Streeterville and West Lakeview hosted fellow members in their homes for an intimate 
evening of great food and conversation. 

Snaphots from Dine Arounds

May 20, 2019 
Theme: International Experiences

Mary Lee Montague (host home),  
West Lakeview

Tablescape set before guests arrive. Guestlist 
included Sonya Rosenberg, Amy Dordek Dolinsky, 

Gail Golden, Thania Panopoulos, Sharon 
Oberlander, Jan Reed and Dolores Connolly

Gail Taggart (host home), Lincoln Park

(L-R) Susan Templeton, Elizabeth 
Harrington, Donna Van Eekeren, Joyce 

Winnecke, Judy Thornber, Diane Primo, Gail 
Taggart and Kristie Paskvan

Juliet Sorensen (host home), Lincoln Park

(L-R) Silvia Prickel, Frances Gartzke, Lynne Nellemann, Juliet Sorensen,  
Lisa McClung, Jennifer Alter Warden and Elizabeth Conlisk



10

Meet Your Members

Tell us about your "Day" job.
When I was 18, creating restaurants 
seemed like THE coolest job and 
over 30 years into it, I love telling 
you that … IT IS. I am that super 
lucky person who knew what she 
wanted to do and never second-
guessed my career path. Most people 
think it’s just about the food and 
wine but I’ve opened restaurants 
around the world and the real work 
has always been about developing 
leaders. As one of the founders and 
Chief Strategic Officer of a national 
brand, my greatest pleasure came 
from fostering high performing 
teams with strong leaders. Building 
a restaurant concept from scratch 
and selling it was hugely rewarding, 
but the ultimate career move has 
been starting a company here in 
Chicago, taking a budding idea 
and advancing it. Founding L3 
Hospitality Group with my business 
partner was a big step for me and 
now that we have multiple concepts 
and a top-notch team, I’m focused 
on growth more than ever.

Three Favorites
• Going with my husband and 

friends up to Evanston and dining 
in the outdoor dome at Next of 
Kin restaurant. It’s a private plastic 
“dome” that shields you from the 
elements and magically transforms 
your dinner with friends into a 
private party night. 

• Frequent walks with my teenage 
daughter who is the opposite of 
the stereotypical terrible teen. She’s 
engaging, funny and loves in-
depth, focused conversation. 

• Having “themed” dinner parties 
with my 6 siblings and their 
spouses. We pick a chef and get 
out of our comfort zones with 
complicated dishes and excellent 
wines… always at my house! We 
love to entertain. 

One Surprise
I ’m an introvert. There, I said it. 
I entertain often, I have many 
friends, I am socially interactive 
at my restaurants all day, but I get 
energized by solitude and crave 
deep conversation. 

Gail Taggart 
Co-founder, L3 
Hospitality Group
Owner, LYFE Kitchen 
Restaurants and Next 
of Kin Restaurant

Tell us about your "Day" job.
I am supposedly retired from two 
chaired positions at the University of 
Virginia Darden School of Business 
and DePaul University. But I am 
also the co-producer of a public 
television series, Big Questions, 
shown on WTTW’s second channel, 
PRIME, for which we won an 
EMMY a couple of years ago. For 
those of you with insomnia these 
26 episodes can be seen on www.
BQNow.com. I am also finishing a 
book on poverty alleviation and just 
finished a book with Regina Wolfe, 

Global Women leaders, on non-
North American women leaders 
from India, Japan Jordan, and 
the U.K. So I am getting an “F” in 
retirement. 

Three Favorites
• Skiing, golf, and spending time 

with my nine grandchildren. 

One Surprise
I am terrified of public speaking 
although I have done that dozens  
of times.

Patricia (Pat)  
H. Werhane
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Meet Your Members (continued)

Tell us about your "Day" job.
For the past 15 years I have worked 

with banks, insurance companies 

and asset managers to solve their 

critical challenges/headline news 

items associated with compliance, 

risk, operations and technological 

challenges. I have been blessed to 

work at Navigant during the tenure 

of Julie Howard, CEO and Chairman 

who she admires greatly. Besides 

problem solving with my clients 

I develop long term relationships 

with my clients and enjoy spending 

time outside of the office with them 

going to Cubs games, restaurants or 

traveling. 

Three Favorites
• Useppa Island Florida – Useppa 

Island is a magical private island 

near North Captiva and Cabbage 

Key outside of Ft. Myers. I like 

to relax there because there are 

no cars, stores, Starbucks or 

commercial distractions. There 

are 100 properties on this two-

mile island. My favorite thing is 

taking friends there to play tennis, 

croquet, bocce and lay on the 

beach or at the pool with a good 

book and a pina colada. The island 

does not allow itself to be profiled 

in magazines, so most people have 

not heard of it or visited (although 

Mary Lee has with me). 

• Traveling (IWF and Italy) - I have 

been blessed to attend four of the 

last six international conferences 

and have made friends all over the 

world. IWF is one of my favorite 

and most exciting dimensions 

of my life. I also have a particular 

affinity for travel to Italy. My 

husband and I are part Italian. In 

the last five years I have visited 

the small village of Calascio (2.5 

hours outside Rome) and met the 

mayor and cousins who have my 

mother’s last name. I intend to 

spend time each year in Italy when 

I retire (or win the lotto). One of my 

cousins lives there, so now I use 

his house when I go there. I hope 

to learn Italian so as to enhance 

my Calascio experience.

• Food and wine – I am a foodie 

and an oenophile and so are my 

daughters and husband. I have 

purchased the books for the first 

sommelier exam and hope to take 

it in the next year or so. I love 

trying Chicago restaurants taking 

clients, family and friends. We love 

to cook, especially associated with 

the holidays.  We enjoy adding to 

our wine collection by traveling to 

vineyards in California, Italy and 

Australia (post IWF trip). 

One Surprise
Although I am allergic to dogs, I 

have a two-year old rescue mini 

black lab named NOLA. 

Lee Ann Hoover 
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COMMITTEE NEWS
To view the members on 
each committee, click on 

the committee name!

Membership Committee

Welcome New Members

Gila Bronner, CPA
Bronner Group, LLC
President & CEO
gbronner@bronnergroup.com
Gila’s member sponsors are Kate Coleman and Michelle Smead

Christina Hachikian
Chicago Booth
Executive Director
chachik0@chicagobooth.edu
Christina’s member sponsors are Dorri McWhorter and Thea Polancic

Daniela O’Leary-Gill
BMO U.S. / BMO Harris Bank
Executive Vice President
daniela.olearygill@bmo.com
Daniela’s member sponsors are Sharon Oberlander and Adela Cepeda

Rana Salti
Kinship Trust Company, LLC
President and CEO
Rana.salti@kinshiptrustco.com 
Rana’s member sponsors are Kate Bensen and Donna Zarcone

Enjoy sharing IWF news?
Need a medium to Get the Word Out?
Send in an article for the next newsletter!

Send to: info@iwfchicago.org

Deadline: August 15, 2019

WANTED: Newsletter Contributors

https://iwfchicago.org/Membership_Committee
https://iwfchicago.org/Membership_Committee
mailto:gbronner%40bronnergroup.com?subject=
mailto:chachik0%40chicagobooth.edu?subject=
mailto:daniela.olearygill%40bmo.com?subject=
mailto:Rana.salti%40kinshiptrustco.com%20?subject=
mailto:info%40iwfchicago.org?subject=
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Program Committee

Upcoming Events 
Register now and join in on the fun!

Visit www.iwfchicago.org to learn more.

Post Toronto Trip to Niagara Falls and 
Wine Country

November 16 & 17, 2019

Hosted by IWF member, Lynn Osmond, born and 
raised in Niagara. To view the itinerary, click here. 

Register Now!

Holiday Celebration 2019

December 4, 2019
5:30pm - 7:30pm
The Fortnightly of Chicago

Register Now!

Save the Date - 
Women Who Make a Difference  
Signature Event

March 4, 2020
5:00pm - 8:00pm
The Four Seasons Hotel Chicago

Sponsor a Table Today

Save the Date - 
World Cornerstone Conference - London

May 13-15, 2020
The Four Seasons Hotel

Friends and Family Tour: Graceland 
Cemetery Women of Influence Tour

September 8, 2019
10:00am - 12:00pm
Graceland Cemetery

Register Now!

Save the Date -
Cocktail & Conversation: Toronto

October 21, 2019
5:30pm - 7:30pm
Canadian Consulate

Open to all members who want to network and learn 
more about Toronto!

World Leadership Conference - Toronto

November 13-15, 2019
The Westin Castle

Register Now!

https://iwfchicago.org/Program_Committee
http://www.iwfchicago.org
https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/images/downloads/Toronto_Conference_2019/iwf_niagara_trip___draft_itineray.pdf
https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/images/downloads/Toronto_Conference_2019/iwf_niagara_trip_revised_registration_form.pdf
https://iwfchicago.org/meetinginfo.php?id=87&ts=1562557496
https://iwfchicago.org/meetinginfo.php?id=90&ts=1562782836
https://iwfchicago.org/meetinginfo.php?id=94&ts=1562642591
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/iwftoronto/926299/?&t=652d5fac9cf932a94b946f0e6c27197c&eb=671785
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IWF Global News

Registration Now Open! 

Registration for the 2019 
World Leadership Conference 
in Toronto, November 13-
15, is now open. Please take 
advantage of this opportunity to 
join IWF members from across 
the globe to examine the past, 
experience the present, and 
envision the future with  
Open Minds. 

Toronto is the epicenter of 
a cultural shift happening 
throughout Canada. As one of 
the most diverse cities in the 
world, its history, geography, 
people, their knowledge and 
their aspirations converge 
to create this trendsetting 
metropolis. 

With Toronto as our stage and 
renowned experts in the room, 

we will explore 
the cutting edge: culturally, 
intellectually, technologically 
and economically. 

From the benefits and 
challenges of artificial 
intelligence to the business to 
be made in cannabis, from the 
modern definition of monopoly 
to how we approach sexual 
identity, this year's topics are 
diverse and complex. During 
Ideas Remaking the World, three 
IWF members will once again 
share their plans to disrupt the 
status quo. For the Town Hall, 
IWF In Action, IWF members 
will discuss refugees and ways 
we can help solve this global 
problem with local solutions 
and individual action. 

Please click on the following 
links for more information: 

View Conference Agenda

Register Now

Access to IWF’s block of 
specially priced hotel rooms is 
only available through online 
registration. The opportunity to 
make a hotel reservation will be 
provided in the confirmation 
email sent to you, once your 
conference payment has been 
processed. 

If you have questions or issues 
registering, please contact IWF 
Registration at  
iwf@executivevents.com or by 
phone at 1-866-216-8040 (toll 
free) or +1 303-586-3316.

The two-day excursion showcases the impressive Canadian Niagara Falls; tour of local vineyards with 
gourmet luncheon featuring local varietals, as well as the region’s signature ice wine; and a visit to the 
idyllic town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, which will offer spa and shopping opportunities.

 Register here by July 22! For a full itinerary, click here.  

IWF Chicago
Post Toronto Trip to Niagara Falls and Wine Country 

November 16 and 17, 2019 
Hosted by IWF member, Lynn Osmond, born and raised in Niagara.

https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ehome/iwftoronto/926299/?&t=652d5fac9cf932a94b946f0e6c27197c&eb=671785
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=452773&categoryid=3211196&eb=671785
mailto:iwf%40executivevents.com?subject=
https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/images/downloads/Toronto_Conference_2019/iwf_niagara_trip_revised_registration_form.pdf
https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/images/downloads/Toronto_Conference_2019/iwf_niagara_revised_trip_itinerary.pdf
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IWF Global News (Continued)

2019 Edition IWF Signature Scarf Unveiled

Every year since 2016, IWF has commissioned 
a unique scarf to celebrate IWF, our mission 
and our members from around the world. Take 
advantage by purchasing the 2019 edition, 
inspired by this year’s conference host cities: 
Barcelona and Toronto.

Blanketed in the characteristic mosaics that brand 
Barcelona’s many landmarks, this year’s scarf 
contains tile pieces that come together to create 
a distinctive design. The colors and icons reflect 
our vibrant membership – a mosaic of women 
from different cultures, backgrounds and careers 
banded to form a beautiful union.

Passport stamps from each host city are 
incorporated into the individual tiles. Some 
contain images of the Spanish coat of arms and 
a flamenco dancer, while others feature the 
Canadian loonie and a skier in action.
As a piece, it is greater than the sum of its parts, 
with hues of grey and striking pops of orange and 
pink. It is 100% silk and measures 13” x 72”.

If you would like to purchase this beautiful 
expression of IWF’s values of international 
influence, impact and inspiration, please click 
on the following link. The price is $125USD, plus 
shipping and handling.

Call for Submissions – 2019 Ideas Remaking the World Program

Dear IWF Members,

It is my pleasure to invite you to submit your 
proposal for participation in the International 
Women’s Forum’s fourth annual Ideas Remaking 
the World program at the 2019 World Leadership 
Conference in Toronto, Canada. IWF members 
from around the world have presented their 
leading edge ideas and inventions for building 
a better world, and we are excited to hear from 
IWF’s own innovators, instigators and disruptors 
again in Toronto. 

Three IWF Members will be chosen to present on 
the main stage on Thursday, November 14th, 2019 
in front of 1,000 women leaders from across the 
globe.

If you belong on our global stage, we want to hear 
from you! Please use our Speaker Submission 
Form to submit an application for the 2019 Ideas 
Remaking the World session, along with a 3-5 
minute video previewing your idea by July  
31, 2019.

Selected speakers will receive a complimentary 
conference registration, four to five nights of 
hotel accommodations depending on distance 
traveled and roundtrip economy airfare. Please 
note that speakers are required to attend a stage 
rehearsal on Wednesday, November 13, prior to 
the start of the conference.

For more information on the submission 
requirements, the Ideas Remaking the World 
program, and next steps, please click here.

We look forward to hearing from many of you 
and learning about your compelling concepts, 
remarkable business propositions, and 
transformational technologies!

Warmly,

Stephanie Mathews O'Keefe
Chief Executive Officer,
IWF Global

PURCHASE

https://iwf.wufoo.com/forms/z1ybrt711uklzoi/
https://iwf.wufoo.com/forms/z1ybrt711uklzoi/
https://members.iwforum.org/r?u=x7qo17qR1Kb0lLg85yQYfAbXTC6Z7wxyptuSZemzKnF6XH3sS24Vp00BNH8rT6kQSMydQ5OIKtTDK0VDQy4TY48ZYVwmuHjKc73QrGu7ZDSUELvFrJSbovUtwyoH5zPZn0ZGkjAgluJkif1nV8cRZXxKjFAd7oZ-mq9GKuIu7owLvuWDoOdAJqLed3GkLbp7&e=c65c497aeaaaa8635d4db2d417279b6b&utm_source=iwf&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2019_ideas_remaking_the_world&n=3
https://members.iwforum.org/now_available_2019_iwf_scarf_limited_edition?e=c65c497aeaaaa8635d4db2d417279b6b&utm_source=iwf&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2019_scarf_now_available&n=3


Board Members 

Collete English Dixon 
Membership, Chair

Debra Moritz
Membership, Vice Chair

Pamela Forbes
Engagement, Chair 

Evelyn Kuo Fitzgerald
Engagement, Vice Chair 

Kendra Coleman 
Programs, Chair 

Susan Poser
Programs, Vice Chair 

Kerry Jordan, CFA
Signature Event, Chair

Emily Reynolds
Signature Event, Vice Chair

Laurel Bellows
At Large Director

Kate Markin Coleman
At Large Director

Amy Dordek Dolinsky
At Large Director

Ginger Gorden
At Large Director

JoAnn Seagren
At Large Director

Mary Lee Montague
Immediate Past President &
Nominating Chair
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News You Can Use From the Admin Office

Chicago Member Directory

All Chicago members have access to the online Member Directory. 
This online resource has the most up-to-date roster information 
for Chicago forum members. Log in and look to confirm your 
data is correct or do a search and connect with a forum friend. 
If you need your login information resent to you, email info@
iwfchicago.org or call 815-806-4908.

LinkedIn Group
You are invited to join the IWF Chicago LinkedIn Group. Don't 
miss out on member-only posts and conversation. 
 
Here is the link to join:

JOIN NOW

View Directory Online

Term in Office Name

2017 - 2019 Mary Lee Montague

2016 - 2017 Ana Dutra

2015 Laurel Bellows

2013 - 2014 Sara Sirotzky

2011 - 2012 Joan Beugen

2009 - 2010 Debbie Lentz

2007 - 2008 Grace Barry

2004 - 2006 Lynne Nellemann

Past Presidents

Board of Directors

Officers

Jennifer Alter Warden
President

Lynn Osmond
President Elect

Donna de St. Aubin
Secretary

Janet Malzone
Treasurer

The Coalition of Women’s 
Initiatives in Law
Bridging the Generation Gap 
in the Workplace

July 23, 2019 from 12 – 1pm
Latham & Watkins LLP
330 North Wabash Avenue, 
Suite 2800 Chicago, IL 60611

Learn more and Register Here

Other Events of Interest

World Bicycle Relief (WBR)
We Ride for Bikes: Chicago

September 8, 2019
Northwestern Lake Forest
Hospital

Learn more and Register Here

https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/members.php
mailto:info%40iwfchicago.org?subject=
mailto:info%40iwfchicago.org?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640010
https://iwfchicago.org/board.php
https://iwfchicago.org/board.php
https://thewomenscoalition.com/
https://give.worldbicyclerelief.org/event/we-ride-for-bikes-chicago/e235486
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The International Women’s Forum builds 
better global leadership across careers, 
continents and cultures by connecting 

the world’s most accomplished women of 
significant and diverse achievement.


