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The Bridge
Your Connection to IWF Chicago

A Message from IWF Chicago President
Mary Lee Montague

Dear Awesome IWF Member,

Would you believe the IWF Chicago March/April issue of The Bridge hit 60.2% 
readership … approximately 30% above average for member newsletters! Thanks 
for being an active IWF member – makes all the difference. 

And that interest translated into superb attendance at the Global Conference in 
Barcelona … close to 40 IWF Chicago members participated in the 2.5-day 
Visionaries & Voyagers Cornerstone Conference which made the Chicago 
attendance among the highest attending (I like to say it was the highest because 
Canada is considered one forum!) Over 74 forums were represented from 33 
countries. We all had a marvelous time at the conference, touring Barcelona 
and many pre and post travels with new and old friends and family. See photos.

Currently, four new forums are looking to be formed: Japan, Peru, Egypt and 
Korea. If you know interested women from those countries contact the IWF 
office in Washington DC. 

My personal Spain favs include: 
• Chicago IWF member dinner overlooking the Mediterranean Sea … Thanks 

Alice Peterson!
• One of our own moderated an IWF panel. Bravo Amanda Signorelli! 
• And Usha Raj presenting at the pre-conference healthcare session –  

impressive.
• The Basilica of the Sagrada Familia (Gaudy’s unfinished cathedral) … both 

the outside as well as the inside took my breath away and I have seen a lot 
of churches!

• All the Michelin star restaurants in San Sebastian (more than anywhere in 
the world!)

• Participating in the IWF Leadership Foundation Board meeting … please 
consider nominating a Fellow!
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Mary Lee Montague
CEO, Montague & Associates

and IWF Chicago Forum President

RESOURCES

IWF Global Brochure

Newsletter Archives

The IWF Global Brochure is a perfect tool 
to share with prospective members. The 
brochure lists the dates and locations of 

the upcoming World Conferences.

View Past Issues of The Bridge 
(login required)

Questions, comments, or concerns?

DOWNLOAD NOW

CONTACT US

VIEW NOW

Miami Conference

Check out the video from the 2018 World 
Leadership Conference in Miami, Florida.

WATCH THE VIDEO

• Attending the President’s Meeting and sharing knowledge…
glad Jennifer Alter Warden was able to represent IWF Chicago 
while I had to be in two places at the same time!

• Shopping in San Sebastian.
• The food, the food, the food.
• Selfishly, my real fav … Bruce and I purchased new wedding 

bands in celebration of 25 years (he lost his ring many years 
ago while playing golf … !?).

• My dine around at one of the oldest private clubs in the world.
• Meeting a very interesting woman from Hong Kong while on 

the bus to the ‘behind the scenes.’
• All the IWF conference content…terrific as always. 

Can’t wait for the Toronto Conference...we will be celebrating 
45 years of IWF!

Please plan to attend the June Annual Meeting …selfishly, it’s my last 
formal time with all of you as President (my term ends June 30) and 
I would like to personally say thanks for all the wonderful support 
over the last several years. I especially want to give public atta girls 
to the Board who hung in there and ‘got it done!’ The University 
Club will provide a wonderful backdrop for us (Sign up HERE).

Thank you for the GREAT response to our survey. We haven’t done 
one in a long time and we need your words of wisdom. If you ha-
ven’t, PLEASE participate in the survey by Thursday, May 9 – it 
only takes a few minutes.

Together Building Bridges, 

P.S. A bit of shameless self-promotion: I am proud 

to officially announce Montague & Associates 

after a three month ‘soft launch’. Exciting times 

in the world of non-profit C-suite executive 

search including a consulting arm for all 

‘executives in transition’. Thoughtful 

risk-taking is always worth it!

Barcelona Conference

Check out the video from the 2019 
Visionaries & Voyagers Cornerstone 

Conference in Barcelona, Spain

WATCH THE VIDEO

http://iwfchicago.org/images/downloads/2018_iwf_brochure.pdf
http://iwfchicago.org/contact.php
https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/news.php?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTDsr-VXhuQ
https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/meet-reg1.php?id=89
https://iwfchicago.org/survey.php?id=62
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fulZjW-uMq8&feature=youtu.be
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Amazing Women News

Connie K. Duckworth, Founder/CEO, ARZU Studio Hope, recently 
announced ARZU and Turquoise Mountain are joining forces after 
several years of close collaboration. As early social enterprises, 
they saw the potential of unleashing authentic craft as a powerful 
economic generator in Afghanistan. Now well into their second 
decade, they recognize that scale and expanded market access are 
essential to growth, as they aim to introduce some 5,000 weavers and 
other artisans to global markets in the coming years. Duckworth will 
serve Turquoise Mountain as their strategic advisor.
 
Turquoise Mountain 
was founded by HRH 
The Prince of Wales 
in 2006 to revive the 
Afghan craft industry. 
Duckworth is confident 
that ARZU’s weavers in 
Bamiyan Province are in 
excellent hands.

For more details about 
the transaction and the 
combined organizations, 
please click here.

In the advent of Turquoise Mountain, weavers from the 
Bamiyan Province will be integral to catapulting the Afghan 
craft industry to the global market. 

Enjoy sharing IWF news?
Need a medium to Get the Word Out?
Send in an article for the next newsletter!

Send to: info@iwfchicago.org

Deadline: June 15, 2019

WANTED: Newsletter Contributors

http://turquoisemountain.org/uploads/Turquoise-Mountain-x-Arzu-2019.pdf
mailto:info%40iwfchicago.org?subject=
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Amazing Women News (Continued)

Sharon Oberlander has been 
recognized as a Barron’s Top 
1,200 Financial Advisor for 
2019. The Barron’s Top 1,200 
considers factors such as assets 
under management, revenue, 
regulatory record, quality and 
philanthropic commitments, 
so inclusion on this elite list is a 
significant accomplishment.
 
Oberlander, a Wealth 
Management Advisor for 
Merrill Lynch in Chicago, has 
been in wealth and investment 
advisory for more than 40 
years. The Oberlander Group 

provides personalized services 
to high-net-worth individuals in 
Chicago, helping clients create 
and implement a comprehensive 
wealth strategy. Oberlander, 
who was profiled by Barron’s 
in conjunction with the release 
of this year’s list, has been 
recognized on Barron’s Top 
1,200 Financial Advisors for 10 
consecutive years. She has also 
been recognized as a Barron’s 
Top 100 Women Financial 
Advisor for the past 12 years and 
a Forbes Best-in-State Wealth 
Advisor for 2018 and 2019.

IWF Members Making “The List”

Crain’s Chicago Business 2019 Notable Women Executives Over 50

Click here to read the full list.

Marsha Cruzan Emilia DiMenco Amy Dordek Dolinsky Michelle Hay

Marsha Serlin Sara Sirotzky Pallavi Verma Jennifer Alter Warden

https://www.barrons.com/articles/financial-advisors-profiles--barrons-ranking-51552068047?mod=article_inline
https://www.barrons.com/articles/financial-advisors-profiles--barrons-ranking-51552068047?mod=article_inline
https://www.barrons.com/articles/financial-advisors-profiles--barrons-ranking-51552068047?mod=article_inline
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/notable/crains-2019-notable-women-over-50?utm_source=editorial-promos&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20190425&utm_content=hero-readmore
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Event Recaps

The lively reception was an opportunity to 
learn a bit more about Spain while nibbling 
on tapas the Chicago way and sipping on 
Spanish wine – a perfect pairing of our 
member’s favorite things: global topics in a 
party setting. The guests were charmed by 
special guest Federico Palomera Guez, Consul 
General Spain. He joined the 30+ members 
and guests to share current Spanish trends 
and the historic influences on the Spanish 
culture (or lack thereof) in Chicago. The 
members heading to Barcelona for the World 
Cornerstone Conference had the opportunity 
to ask many questions and were provided 
some great insights for travel within Spain.  
Thank you, Dolores Connolly, for organizing 
a delightful evening.

Cocktails & Conversation: Spain
March 28, 2019 at Tapas Valencia

Consul General Spain Federico Palomera Guez shares 
Spanish history with the guests.

Spanish Smiles from IWF members Beatriz Martorello,  
Julie Denardis,and Laurel Bellows .

Smart Cities: Spain at the Forefront 
April 11, 2019 at Cornerstone Conference 
Barcelona, Spain

Amanda Signorelli, Chief Executive 
Officer of Techweek, was the moderator 
for Smart Cities: Spain at the Forefront. 
The panel explored how Barcelona – a city 
dating back to Roman Times – has evolved 
into one of the most wired cities adopting 
responsive technologies to monitor public 
transit, parking, street lighting and waste 
management, translating into cost savings 
and a better quality of life for residents. 
Innovation has poised Barcelona as the 
paradigm for a new modernity and his help 
shaping cities around the globe. 
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Meet Your Members

Tell us about your "Day" job.
Currently, my day job is finding a job! 
I’m a communicator, marketer and 
strategist by trade. I’ve spent my career 
in the commercial real estate industry, 
mainly in construction, architecture 
and development. While commercial 
real estate will always be home base, I’m 
interested in broadening my universe 
and trying a new industry. My passion 
is digging into an organization to 
understand what’s working, what’s 
not and what can be improved 
through communications, operational 
improvement, organizational 
development and strategic execution. I’d 
love to hear from the IWF community 
with great opportunities!

Three Favorites
• Nantucket is my happy place. My 

family has had a house on the island 
since the 30’s and being there fills my 
tank back up.

• I have no kids of my own, but my 8 
and 10-year-old nieces live in North 

Carolina and I adore being an aunt!
• I was never a dog person growing up, 

but when I moved to Chicago, getting 
a dog felt like a prerequisite. My black 
goldendoodle Charlie is quite possibly 
the most spoiled dog on the planet. 

One Surprise
I own a Pilates studio in the West Loop! 
When I moved to Chicago four years 
ago, I was desperately searching for 
a fitness studio close to work where I 
could get Pilates and cardio. I started 
going to the Pilates ProWorks location 
in Lincoln Park and was hooked! I never 
thought of myself as an entrepreneur, 
but I also couldn’t imagine myself 
working in corporate life another 20+ 
years. I opened the West Loop location 
in February 2017 and have loved 
building a community of people who 
are focused on strengthening their 
bodies. I have a full-time staff so I’m able 
to be pretty hands off, but you can see 
me and Charlie there after work and on 
weekends getting our workouts in.

Jessica Herrala 
IWF Chicago 
Engagement 
Committee

Tell us about your "Day" job.
I am a full-time tenured Professor of 
Pediatrics at the University of Illinois 
Chicago. After a 37-year long career 
in academic Medicine – during which 
I have taught medicals student and 
residents; overseen the care of babies 
and children at UCSF, UCLA and UIC 
as the Chief of Neonatology and then 
the Chair of Pediatrics, and supervised 
a research laboratory funded by NIH – I 
am now focusing mainly on research. 
Now my day job is pure fun and feels 
as if I am on vacation doing the thing I 
love most! I am still actively studying the 
mechanisms by which a deadly disease 
called “Pulmonary Hypertension” 
develops using molecular tools and 
genetic models. My work is still funded 
by NIH and I still have to write grants 
(the only part that is never fun!). I am 
invited to various conferences and 
universities in the US and abroad to talk 
about my research – which I truly enjoy! 
I do believe my work over the past 
decades has led to major advancements 
in our knowledge about this disease and 
new therapies for it.

Three Favorites
• Spending time with my son Daniel. 

Luckily, we have similar tastes in 
music, art, food (we are both foodies) 
and travel, so we take a lot of trips 
together. I just came back from 
visiting him in Berlin where he is on a 
study/work stint.

• Spending time with my siblings and 
my large extended family. Again, I am 
very lucky as there are at least two to 
three weddings each year amongst 
my many nieces and nephews. We 
get to meet at fabulous locations. Last 
month was a destination wedding in 
the Azores, Portugal!

• Spending time with the many friends 
I have made over the past 10 years 
in Chicago. Dinners, movies, opera, 
book clubs, social get-togethers 
with women from IWF and IWA, the 
Chicago Council for Global Affairs, the 
ECC, the Chicago Literary Club, and 
many more.

One Surprise
I have finally found that I am able to sit 
still and reflect and not be busy doing 
something, and that I find it a very 
enjoyable and a spiritually enriching 
experience! I must confess it has taken 
me almost four years of effort with a lot 
of help to get to this point. 

J. Usha Raj, M.D. 
M.H.A., Anjuli S. Nayak 
Professor of Pediatrics, 
University of Illinois, 
Chicago



Barcelona acrobats dazzled the crowd at the  
opening night reception.

Chicago Members in Attendance at 

the IWF Cornerstone Conference

Dixie Adams Erwin

Roula Alakiotou

Maura Carley

Dolores Connolly

Donna de St. Aubin

Erin Dickes

Sidney Dillard

Ann Drake

Victoria Dudley

Frances Gartzke

Pamela Gleichman

Gail Golden

Eileen Henderson

Lee Ann Hoover

Patricia Klingbiel

Kaarina Koskenalusta

Elaine Leavenworth

Nila Leiserowitz

Debbie Lentz

Bets Lillo

Beatriz Martorello

Mary Lee Montague

Thania Panopoulos

Kristie Paskvan

Alice Peterson

Kristen Prinz

J. Usha Raj

Elke Rehbock

Emily Reynolds

Jo Ann Seagren

Amanda Signorelli

Joyce Simon

Lisa Sodeika

Regina Staudacher

Jennifer Alter Warden
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Cornerstone Conference in Barcelona, Spain - April 2019

Photos submitted by various members.

Almost 40 members represented Chicago 
at the World Cornerstone Conference in 
Barcelona, Spain in pursuit of tapas, local 
culture and learning the secret behind 
Barcelona’s success as a Smart City. 

Barcelona has a rich history steeped in 
architecture, innovation and culture. 
Today, it’s internationally regarded as 
a cosmopolitan Gothic gem on the 
Mediterranean coast. 

The conference provided a vast overview of 
the city’s economic, social and political clime 
and its utilization of responsive technologies, 
as well as broader reaching topics such 
as the future of the European Union. The 
theme of how the role of female creativity 
and ingenuity and how it has affected 
innovation and cultural transformation was a 
poignant theme highlighted throughout the 
conference. 

Several prominent Spanish leaders were 
featured throughout the conference. Ada 
Colau, mayor of Barcelona, provided remarks 
at the conference’s opening reception; 
Beatriz Bayo, director of Corporate Social 
Responsibility at MANGO, was a panelist on 
sustainable fashion; and Martha Thorne, 
dean of the Architecture School at IE 
University in Madrid, highlighted the latest 
trends in architecture.

Highlights from some of the Conference 
Sessions (as noted by IWF Chicago Member 
Alice Peterson):

See Video Highlights HERE. 

CLICK HERE to Read Notes from Conference 
Sessions (gathered by IWF Chicago Member 
Alice Peterson).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fulZjW-uMq8&feature=youtu.be
https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/images/downloads/Newsletters_2019/iwf_barcelona_conference_highlights_2019.pdf


Basilica of the Sagrada Familia, 
Barcelona, Spain.

Mary Lee Montague and husband Bruce 
Matthews with Basilica of the Sagrada 
Familia in the background … still under 

construction since 1877!

Emily Reynolds (front), Nila Leiserowitz 
(left), Patty Klingbiel (right) among the 

group of fellow members.

Kristen Prinz (top), Gina Staudacher 
(middle), Erin Dickes (bottom) during 
the ‘fun’ portion of the group photo!

Alice Peterson relaxes after corralling 
the Chicago troops for dinner and 

photo ops.

L-R: Lee Ann Hoover (left), Sidney 
Dillard (bottom) and Bets Lillo (right).
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Cornerstone Conference in Barcelona, Spain - April 2019
(Continued)

Jo Ann Seagren and husband, Scott.
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COMMITTEE NEWS
To view the members on 
each committee, click on 

the committee name!

Membership Committee

Welcome New Members

Margaret Mueller
The Executives’ Club of Chicago
President & CEO
mmueller@executivesclub.org
Margaret’s member sponsors are Sharon Oberlander and  
Amy Dordek Dolinsky

Diane Primo
IntraLink Global
CEO/Founder
dprimo@intralinkglobal.com
Diane’s member sponsors are Marilyn Lissner and  
Amy Dordek Dolinsky

Make a difference. 
Offer a suggestion.

SUBMIT A SUGGESTION

We value your suggestions! Let 

us know how we can improve 

your member experience. What 

are your thoughts on programs, 

member engagement, events, 

member criteria, etc. Constructive 

criticism is welcome.

We Need to Know...

https://iwfchicago.org/Membership_Committee
https://iwfchicago.org/Membership_Committee
mailto:mmueller%40executivesclub.org?subject=
mailto:dprimo%40intralinkglobal.com?subject=
https://iwfchicago.org/survey.php?id=53
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Program Committee

Upcoming Events - Register now and join in 
on the fun!

Dine Around 2019

Monday, May 20, 2019
6:00 PM to 8:30 PM
Hosted at Member Homes

Last chance to reserve your seat! Register by 
May 8 to be included in the Dine Around location 
assignments. Register and select your most 
convenient geographic location.

Geographic Location Options:
Gold Coast, Lincoln Park, Old Town, Roscoe Village, 
Streeterville, West Lakeview

Register Now!

Annual  
Holiday Celebration

Wednesday, December 4, 2019
5:30 PM to 7:30 PM
The Fortnightly of Chicago
120 E. Bellevue Place
Chicago, IL

SAVE the DATE now for our annual holiday party. 
December schedules fill up quickly, mark your 
calendar today so you don’t miss out on the fun. Sign 
up will be closer to the holidays.

Annual Meeting 2019

Thursday, June 20
5:30PM to 7:30 PM
University Club of Chicago
76 East Monroe Street
Chicago, IL

This member-only annual meeting is a perfect 
opportunity to catch up with each other, network, 
meet new members, honor outgoing Board members 
as well as vote on the incoming 2019-2020 Board 
of Directors slate. Register today and make plans to 
network along a beautiful back drop of the city in the 
Millennium Room at the University Club.

Register Now!

NACD
From West Wing to the Boardroom: Valerie 
Jarrett’s Path to Corporate Director
Facilitated by IWF member Joan Beugen

May 14, 2019 
11:15 AM – 2:30 PM

Chicago Club, 81 E. Van Buren Street

Learn more and Register Here

Conscious Capitalism  
Chicago
CC101: Building Conscious Business from the 
Inside Out

May 16, 2019 
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Golub, 300 S. Wacker, 8th Floor Conference Room

Learn more and Register Here

Conscious Capitalism  
Chicago
CEO Breakfast with Greg Massey, President and 
CEO of First United Bank & Trust Company

May 17, 2019 
7:30 AM – 10:00 AM

The Ivy Room, 12 East Ohio Street

Learn more and Register Here

The Coalition of Women’s  
Initiatives in Law
Three Takes on Practicing Mindfulness: A Lunch-
Hour Workshop

May 22, 2019 12 PM – 1:30 PM

Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg LLP, 2 N LaSalle St (Suite 
1700)

Learn more and Register Here

Other Events of Interest

https://iwfchicago.org/Program_Committee
https://iwfchicago.org/meetinginfo.php?id=88&ts=1554175459
https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/meet-reg1.php?id=89
https://chicago.nacdonline.org/Events/Detail/index.cfm?ItemNumber=64818
https://consciouscapitalism.wildapricot.org/event-3210415
https://consciouscapitalism.wildapricot.org/event-3261649
https://thewomenscoalition.com/programs/64-three-takes-on-practicing-mindfulness-a-lunch-hour-workshop
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IWF Global News

2019 IWF World 
Leadership Conference

November 13 - 15 | Toronto, Canada

For more information and to register, 
visit the IWF Members’ Portal.

Call for Submissions - 2019 Ideas Remaking the World Program

Dear IWF Members,

It is my pleasure to invite you to submit 
your proposal for participation in the 
International Women's Forum's fourth 
annual Ideas Remaking the World 
program at the 2019 World Leadership 
Conference in Toronto, Canada. IWF 
members from around the world have 
presented their leading-edge ideas 
and inventions for building a better 
world, and we are excited to hear from 
IWF's own innovators, instigators and 
disruptors again in Toronto. 

Three IWF Members will be chosen 
to present on the main stage on 
Thursday, November 14th, 2019 in 
front of 1,000 women leaders from 
across the globe.
If you belong on our global stage, we 
want to hear from you! Please use our 
Speaker Submission Form to submit 
an application for the 2019 Ideas 
Remaking the World session, along 
with a 3-5 minute video previewing 
your idea by July 31, 2019.

Selected speakers will receive 
a complimentary conference 
registration, four to five nights of 
hotel accommodations depending 
on distance traveled and roundtrip 
economy airfare. Please note that 
speakers are required to attend a stage 
rehearsal on Wednesday, November 13, 
prior to the start of the conference.

For more information on the 
submission requirements, the Ideas 
Remaking the World program, and 
next steps, please click here.

We look forward to hearing from 
many of you and learning about your 
compelling concepts, remarkable 
business propositions, and 
transformational technologies!

Warmly,

Stephanie Mathews O'Keefe
Chief Executive Officer ,
IWF Global

https://iwf.nationbuilder.com/forms/user_sessions/new
https://iwf.wufoo.com/forms/z1ybrt711uklzoi/
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/iwf/mailings/1225/attachments/original/Potential_Candidate_Information_April.pdf?1554211679
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News You Can Use From the Admin Office

Chicago Member Directory

All Chicago members have access to the online 
Member Directory. This online resource has 
the most up-to-date roster information for 
Chicago Forum members. Log in and look to 
confirm your data is correct or do a search and 
connect with a Forum Friend. If you need your 
login information resent to you, email info@
iwfchicago.org or call 815-806-4908.

LinkedIn Group
You are invited to join the IWF Chicago LinkedIn 
Group. Don't miss out on member-only posts and 
conversation. 
 
Here is the link to join:

JOIN NOW

View Directory Online

Term in Office Name

2016 - 2017 Ana Dutra

2015 Laurel Bellows

2013 - 2014 Sara Sirotzky

2011 - 2012 Joan Beugen

2009 - 2010 Debbie Lentz

2007 - 2008 Grace Barry

2004 - 2006 Lynne Nellemann

Past Presidents

Board of Directors

Officers

Mary Lee Montague
President

Jennifer Alter Warden
President Elect

Sylvia van Loveren
Secretary

Janet Malzone
Treasurer

Ana Dutra
Immediate Past President

Board Members

Dixie Lee Adams
At Large Director

Laurel Bellows
At Large Director

Kate Markin Coleman
Engagement, Chair

Kendra Coleman
Programs, Vice Chair

Amy Dordek Dolinsky
Membership, Chair

Collete English Dixon
Membership, Vice Chair

Kerry Jordan
Signature Event, Vice Chair

Pamela Forbes Lieberman
Engagement, Vice Chair

Lynn Osmond
Programs, Chair

Jo Ann Seagren
At Large Director

Kathleen Yosko
Signature Event, Chair

https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/members.php
mailto:info%40iwfchicago.org?subject=
mailto:info%40iwfchicago.org?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640010
https://iwfchicago.org/board.php
https://iwfchicago.org/board.php
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The International Women’s Forum builds 
better global leadership across careers, 
continents and cultures by connecting 

the world’s most accomplished women of 
significant and diverse achievement.


