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WHAT’S INSIDE

The Bridge
Your Connection to IWF Chicago

A Message from IWF Chicago President
Jennifer Alter Warden

Get the Most From your Membership

Greetings,

As summer draws to a close, I am pleased to flip through these digital pages and appre-

ciate all that’s going on with IWF Chicago - from the 34 members signed up to travel 

to the World Leadership Conference in Toronto in October, to the increasing number 

of opportunities we have to connect with one another both in person and virtually. 

In fact, there are more ways than ever for you to get involved and make the most of your 

membership, and I am pleased to announce that you will now be able to learn about 

them and other member information on our newly upgraded website, iwfchicago.org.

The new site, which is cleaner, more contemporary, easier to use, and optimized for 

mobile, will continue to evolve, but in the meantime, many thanks to Joy Baer for 

leading the website task force, along with Amy Dordek Dolinsky, Amanda Signorelli, 
Sophia Shaw and Glatz Management staff.

In addition to the events arranged by our hard-working Programs Committee, such as 

the terrific tour of Graceland Cemetery (photos on page 9) and the upcoming October 

24 event with Canadian Consul General John Kruikshank, we are beginning to extend 

invitations to other events offered through our members. 

These include:

• The Chicago Finance Exchange’s September 16 dinner featuring Chicago Mayor 

Lori Lightfoot (Thank you to IWF members Joan Rockey, CFE president and Marie 
Winters, CFE president-elect.) RSVP to admin@chicagofinanceexchange.org.

• The American Council on Germany’s September 25 luncheon on Changing De-

mographics and Their Impact on Society and Politics. (Thank you, Elke Rehbock, 

ACG Chicago Chapter director.) RSVP here.

mailto:admin%40chicagofinanceexchange.org?subject=
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/changing-demographics-and-their-impact-on-society-and-politics-a-view-from-germany-tickets-71397902047
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RESOURCES

IWF Global Brochure

Newsletter Archives

The IWF Global Brochure is a perfect tool 
to share with prospective members. The 
brochure lists the dates and locations of 

the upcoming World Conferences.

View Past Issues of The Bridge 
(login required)

Questions, comments, or concerns?

DOWNLOAD NOW

CONTACT US

VIEW NOW

Miami Conference

Check out the video from the 2018 World 
Leadership Conference in Miami, Florida.

WATCH THE VIDEO

Barcelona Conference

Check out the video from the 2019 
Visionaries & Voyagers Cornerstone 

Conference in Barcelona, Spain

WATCH THE VIDEO

Jennifer Alter Warden
COO, EVP Baird & Warner Real Estate

• The IWF Chicago biking group that participated in the World Bi-

cycle Relief ride September 8. (Thank you, Bets Lillo and Thania  

Panopoulos.) See page 10.

And since we are all by definition busy, and can’t always make it to events, 

we’re exploring other ways to connect and communicate and leverage 

the power of our network. This is why I want to draw your attention to 

our LinkedIn Group which provides us with our own way to interact with 

one another. Whether you want to invite others to sit at a table at a benefit, 

share news about yourself, see if anyone wants to see a particular play, 

find a roommate for a global conference, or converse on a topic you’re 

interested in, this is your space and it will be as vibrant as you make it. 

If you are not already a member, please join our LinkedIn Group.  
Then, check back regularly and contribute often. 

Also in this issue of The Bridge, we introduce you two IWF fellows  

Shannon Pierce, Vice President of Operations for Nicor Gas, and  

Leslie Follmer, Chief of Staff, Office of the CFO at AON, both living and 

working in Chicago. We will be inviting them to many of our events and 

look forward to getting to know them better and learning about the fel-

lowship program from their perspective. 

Finally, we all know that the best way to get to know people and build rela-

tionships is by rolling up our sleeves and working on something together. 

To that end, I encourage you to peruse the committee descriptions and 

contact one of the chairs if you want to get involved. Honestly, it wasn’t 

until I joined the Membership Committee that I began to fully appreciate 

the wonderful women who comprise our forum.

I look forward to hearing your ideas on how to continue to build our 

organization and further enhance our position as the hub for global 

women’s leadership in Chicago. 

Enjoy the beautiful fall colors in Chicago and beyond.

Together...Building Bridges,

https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/images/downloads/iwf_brochure.pdf
http://iwfchicago.org/contact.php
https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/news.php?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTDsr-VXhuQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fulZjW-uMq8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640010/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640010/
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2019-2020 Committees  
Broaden your exposure, meet fellow members

Our success is largely driven by the work of the committees 
that make up our forum. Serving on a committee is a unique 
and personal way to share your passion and knowledge 
in fostering our mission and role as being the hub for 

global women’s leadership in Chicago. If you would like 
to contribute your talents to a committee, please contact 
info@iwfchicago.org.

Membership Committee

The Membership Committee is responsible for the strategic 
recruitment and approval of new members in accordance 
with the goals of the organization as approved by the Board 
of Directors. The committee proactively identifies potential 
candidates, confirms that nominees meet the organization’s 
membership guidelines and recommends their approval to the 
Board. Additionally, the committee is charged with ensuring 
that the forum’s member composition is diverse across all 
categories and industry sectors.

Chair 
Collete English Dixon 

Executive Director, Marshall 
Bennett Institute of Real 

Estate, Roosevelt University

Vice Chair 
Debra Moritz 

Executive Managing Director, 
Cushman and Wakefield

Engagement Committee 

The Engagement Committee introduces new members to the 
extraordinary opportunities associated with belonging to a 
global network of female leaders. Committee members provide 
welcome, onboarding, orientation and support to new members 
and identify diverse membership needs, including membership 
engagement, benefits and services. Responsibilities include 
welcome emails, meeting with new members, and seeking out 
inactive members to reengage them.Chair 

Pamela Forbes Lieberman 
Corporate Director, Former 

CEO PFL Inc.

Vice Chair 
Evelyn Kuo Fitzgerald 

Executive Director, Social 
Venture Partners Chicago

Programs Committee

IWF Chicago Programming advances IWF Chicago’s mission 
by creating member experiences where we can share and gain 
deeper knowledge that enhances our roles as business and 
community leaders, and as global citizens. Committee members 
serve as ambassadors, easing member involvement and helping 
to cultivate a sense of international flavor in every program. 
We share a passion for developing experiences that connect 
members to new ideas, new people and each other both locally 
and globally. Members of the committee are asked to commit 
to monthly calls and to use their creativity, knowledge, and 
resources to support the sourcing of venues, potential speakers 
and guests, and other program ideas in line with our mission.

Chair 
Kendra M Coleman 
President, Kindred 

Organizational Consulting 
- Global Leadership 

Consultancy

Vice Chair 
Susan Poser 

Provost/Vice Chancellor 
Academic Affairs, University 

of Illinois at Chicago

mailto:info%40iwfchicago.org?subject=
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Join our LinkedIn Page

Want timely updates of programs and 
member news? Have news to share? If you 
haven’t already done so, we invite you to join 
the IWF Chicago LinkedIn Group here. Don't 
miss out on any member-only posts and 
conversation.

JOIN NOW

2019-2020 Committees  
Broaden your exposure, meet fellow members

Signature Event Committee

IWF Chicago Signature Event Committee accelerates the IWF 
mission and identifies presenters who will promote the Chicago 
Bridge Builder brand. As the key fundraising event for the forum, 
committee members plan and manage the annual Signature 
Event, which includes sponsor and member engagement. 

Chair 
Kerry Patricia Jordan 

CFA

Vice Chair 
Emily Reynolds 

Novus Law

Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee governs and manages the annual nominating 
process in accordance with the bylaws and in support of the guiding princi-
ples ensuring board leadership that represents the vision and mission of IWF 
Chicago and its Membership. The Committee prepares priorities for Board 
composition, meets with prospective Board members and recommends a 
slate of directors and officers to the Board, conducts orientation sessions for 
new Board members and organizes training sessions for the entire Board.Chair 

Mary Lee Montague 
CEO, Montague & Associates

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640010/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6640010
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Amazing Women News

Laurel Bellows 
Founder and Managing Principal of The Bellows Law Group, P.C. 

Bellows, former president of the American Bar Association, was a guest speaker at the 

League of Women Voters of Illinois program, “Why the Time Now is for Equal Pay.” 

The program was held on August 6 at the Metropolitan Club of Chicago and honored 

Barbara Yong, Founder of Equal Pay Day Chicago. 

Ann Drake 
DSC Advisory Board Chairman and Founder of AWESOME

Drake recently participated in the “Ocean Plastics Leadership Summit, A Supply 

Chain Collaborative at Sea” to experience the reality of the ocean plastics crisis and 

to explore new ways to engage the entire value chain and address challenges related 

to infrastructure, financing and industry collaboration.

2020 Signature Event: Women Who Make a Difference
Save-the-Date, Support Now!

On March 4, 2020, The Chicago Forum’s Annual 
Signature Event, Women Who Make a Difference, 
will be held at the Four Seasons Hotel. This year’s 
program – held in conjunction with Internation-
al Women’s Day – will feature keynote speaker  
Edie Weiner, President & CEO of The Future 
Hunters. Edie is a popular speaker and regarded 
by industry experts as one of the most influential 
practitioners of social, technological, political 
and economic intelligence-gathering. 

A fellow IWF member, she has guest-lectured at 
several prestigious institutions, been featured 
as the keynote speaker at over 300 conferences 
and published numerous articles in publica-
tions such as The Harvard Business Review, The 
Futurist and The Wall Street Journal. She has 
co-authored four books with business partner, 

Arnold Brown, and her latest book, FutureThink, 
was a global bestseller, translated into several 
languages.

“IWF Chicago promotes the global IWF mission 
by providing a series of educational events an-
nually. These events are supported in part by the 
annual Signature Event,” noted Kerry Jordan, 
Signature Event chair. “We encourage you to 
become an event sponsor and invite senior 
level colleagues, clients, and emerging female 
leaders to attend.” 

To learn more about Signature Event or 
becoming a sponsor, contact Michelle 
Fowler at info@iwfchicago.org.

READ MORE

mailto:info%40iwfchicago.org.%20?subject=
https://www.dsclogistics.com/recent/page/3/?post-id=2393
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2020 Signature Event: Women Who Make a Difference
Save-the-Date, Support Now!

Thank you to our 2020 Sponsors!

Montague & Associates

Vicki Dudley

The Prinz Law Firm

Global Citizen Bridge Builder Connector
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IWF Leadership Development 
Spotlight: Fellows Program, Two in Chicago!

As most of you know, the IWF Fellows Program is a 
leadership development initiative designed to sup-
port women executives via world-class leadership 
training and mentoring from top performers and 
educators. Now in its 25th year, the program offers 
a holistic approach to executive education focusing 
on the participant’s personal and professional devel-
opment, career path and trajectory, while embracing 
the value of an outside perspective. 

Structure, Mentoring, Legacy Projects

The program annually hosts approximately 35 fel-
lows from around the world for a total of 20 days. 
Executed in partnership with Harvard Business 
School and INSEAD (France), it provides customized 
leadership training for female senior executives on 
their path to the C-suite that is behavioral, academic 
and technical.

Fellows are paired with an IWF members who serves 
as a mentor and coach during the program year, 
and they finish the program by developing and 
implementing a legacy project that will showcase 
their skills in a relevant way. 

Two members, out of 36 from the class of 2018-2019, 
are Chicago-based executives and potential future 
forum members. Shannon Pierce, Vice President of 
Operations for Nicor Gas, is responsible for providing 
strategic leadership and direction for the company’s 
natural gas operations, including field service and 
distribution. Nicor Gas is the largest natural gas 
distributor in Illinois and a subsidiary of Southern 
Company Gas, a national leader in the energy sector.

Since joining Southern 
Company Gas in 2004 as 
regulatory counsel for the 
company’s legal activities 
with the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission, 
Pierce has held addition-
al leadership roles with 
increasing responsibili-
ty. She has served as vice 
president, External Affairs for the southern opera-
tions division, where she was responsible for reg-
ulatory and governmental affairs for three natural 
gas utilities and led engagement efforts with retail 
natural gas marketers in Georgia.

Pierce has a long history with community involve-
ment, which includes serving as a member of the 
Virginia State Bar and American Association of 
Blacks in Energy. In addition, she served on the 
boards of Energy Bar Association Southern Chapter 
and the YWCA of Greater Atlanta. Currently Pierce 
sits on the YWCA Metropolitan Chicago board of 
directors. 

Pierce said she had always heard amazing things 
about the program but could have never antici-
pated how life changing it would be until she was 
a participant. “I come from a very energy-focused 
industry and the program not only gave me a global 
business perspective but instantaneously provided 
a network of diverse accomplished women who 
embraced each other. Those connections are very 
special and invaluable.”

Shannon Pierce
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IWF Leadership Development 
Spotlight: Fellows Program, Two in Chicago!

Leslie Follmer, Chief of 
Staff, Office of the CFO 
at AON, is responsible 
for helping the Executive 
Committee and the 
finance team set and 
deliver goals each year. She 
focuses her time driving 
large, Aon-wide strategic 
projects such as the Alight 
divestiture and the Finance  
Operating Model. 

In this role, she connects across Aon’s business 
teams and finance functions, including tax, financial 
planning & analysis and treasury; to ensure those 
teams deliver key initiatives effectively. Follmer 
originally joined Aon in 2009, as a project manager, 
where she first began driving Finance projects. These 
included the Aon Hewitt integration, the Finance 
2010 operating model work, the governance process 
for financial structuring projects, cost reduction 
work in finance and Accounting Standards Codifi-
cation, and others. She has also worked in Financial 
Planning and Analysis supporting HR and on the 
Treasury team doing corporate finance and M&A.

“I was so honored to be selected into the program, 
but I’ll admit it was intimidating to be part of the 
group at first,” Follmer noted. Before being a fellow, 
Follmer says she had an almost stereotypical notion 
of what it meant to be a successful woman leader. 
She discovered that her authentic leadership style 
– which is values-driven, empathy based – didn’t 
have to be the same as someone else’s. “A woman’s 
leadership style is as unique as she is. If you stay 
true to yourself you will be effective,” said Follmer. 

In addition, Follmer credits the diversity of the fel-
lows as being instrumental in her learning. There is 
a portion of the program where fellows convene in 
small groups and pose a professional challenge to 
the group. “Because we all had such diverse back-
grounds (personally and professionally) their advice 
on how to solve the challenge was so insightful and 
helpful; they really offered a unique perspective. I 
also enjoyed applying my realm of knowledge to a 
group member’s challenge. It was a very powerful 
process,” Follmer said. 

Pierce also had an epiphany about her leadership 
style and says the program helped her analyze and 
hone her approach. “I have always considered myself 
a ‘servant leader,’ but I wasn’t sure why that came 
so naturally to me.” 

Pierce’s office desk is set up like a conference room 
and she’s tried to promote a familial culture in the 
workplace. Through the framework her instructors 
provided in addition to the small advisory groups, 
Pierce was able to piece together that her personal 
familial experience and family values made a sig-
nificant impact on her as a leader. 

Both Peirce and Follmer have missions to identify 
and foster women in their industries who would 
make good leaders. 

“Our time as women is now. There is room for ev-
eryone. We don’t all have to be the same, we just 
need to be true to ourselves and each other,” Foll-
mer said. “We need to help other women advance 
and return the support we’ve been given.”  
 
For more information about the program, visit  
www.iwfforum.org.

The 2018-2019 fellows class is comprised of 
women from 12 nations: Australia, Bermuda, 
Canada, China, Indonesia, Jamaica, Mexico, 

New Zealand, South Africa, Turkey, the United 
Kingdom and the United States.

Leslie Follmer

http://www.iwfforum.org.
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Event Recaps

Snapshots from Graceland Cemetery  
Women of Influence Tour
September 8, 2019
Despite the rain, 15 hardy IWF members participated in a special tour of 
Graceland Cemetery titled Women of Influence. During Chicago’s period 
of growth in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, women played a hugely 
influential role by participating in the Underground Railroad, exhibiting the 
first Modern Art paintings, creating the juvenile justice system and even 
foiling a plot to kill President Lincoln. The tour celebrates the achievements 
of women in Chicago’s early history. The women we learned about on this 
tour brought wealth and status, intelligence and energy, and a passion for 
ideas to build a better Chicago. The tour was given by Chicago Architec-
ture Center docent Mary Jo Hoag. “The stories were all so fascinating, I 
couldn’t help but wonder, ‘As women of IWF, what will be our story,’” noted  
Mary Lee Montague.

Snapshots from World Bike Relief Outing
September 8, 2019

Thank you Bets Lillo and Thania Panopoulos for organizing an IWF group 
to support We Ride for Bikes: Chicago.

The rainy day provided an element of 
mystique and intrigue to the tour. 

The cemetery is the final resting place for several celebrities. Pictured are the gravesites of Ruth 
Page, American dancer and choreographer (background) and Ernie “Mr. Cub” Banks (forefront). 

Final resting place of Bertha Honoré Palmer 
(May 22, 1849 – May 5, 1918), an American 

businesswoman, socialite and philanthropist.

(L-R) Anita Bukszar (Bets Lillo’s daughter), Nancy Lillo (Bets Lillo’s sister) and Bets Lillo. The IWF flag was proudly represented on the  trail.
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Meet Your Members

Tell us about your "Day" job.
I am the General Manager of FreeWheel 
Advertisers, a Comcast Company, based 
in Chicago. We provide technology solu-
tions to agencies and advertisers. We have 
over 1200 clients (and growing!) and pro-
cess about 25% of US ad spend through 
our platform annually. I love the people 
that I work with and building things. I also 
love the process of working with teams to 
grow revenue and manage expenses to 
increase profitability. It’s like a big game 
I am always excited to play.

Three Favorites
• Cocoa Beach, Florida – a great beach, 

lots of our family lives here and SpaceX 
is always launching rockets from the 

Kennedy Space Center. What more 
could you ask for?

• Designing and building wearables 
for fun and exploring the “Internet of 
Things” tech!

• My family is such a great source of pride 
and joy for me. My husband is a won-
derful person and we have worked very 
hard to build a loving family together 
with our 2 fantastic children. Sydney 
(20) and Lewis (16). 

One Surprise
My husband is the cook and does all the 
laundry in our house. When I am not 
feeling guilty about it, I feel like a princess!

Tell us about your "Day" job.
I’m the CFO and Treasurer of TTX Compa-
ny, the largest owner of railcars in North 
America. In addition, we operate 87 main-
tenance facilities. Women are slim in the 
C-Suite in the railroad industry so I’m 
proud to have been chosen and am very 
happy with the mentoring that I get to pro-
vide to women, and men, in my company 
that will be future leaders. 

In addition to the normal CFO activities 
including capital raising, capital rational-
ization, forecasting, process improvement, 
insurance, accounting, financial report 
and tax, I am also responsible for Enter-
prise Risk Management. This initiative is 
staffed by high potential Director and AVP 
level positions from across the compa-
ny that are chosen to help increase their 
knowledge of the business. As a group, 
they identify and rank the major risks 
faced by the company and prepare plans 
to help mitigate risk where possible. It is 
great to watch them grow in their strategic 
capabilities! 

Three Favorites
• Spending time with my 24-year-old 

son Nick. It is nice to have him under-
stand that I actually did know what I 
was talking about when he was in high 
school! 

• Exercise of any type. It’s a great stress 
buster and helps to keep the battle of the 
bulge in check. However, I’d say that this 
year I am losing that battle.

• Board Service. I joined the board of Sea-
Cube Container Leasing over 2 years ago 
as their Audit Committee Chair. The true 
international nature of their business, 
and my work being a mentor to their 
CFO has been a great experience. I’m a 
better CFO because of my board service. 

One Surprise
I was the first women in my family to go 
to undergraduate school (McIntire School 
of Commerce at the University of Virginia) 
and the only one to go to graduate school. 
Those experiences changed the trajectory 
of my life. I am so very grateful which 
prompted me to establish a scholarship at 
University of Virginia for an underprivi-
leged woman.

Joy Baer
General Manager,
FreeWheel Advertisers

Vicki Dudley
CFO and Treasurer,
TTX Company

Both Joy and Vicki were recipients of the 2019 Bridge Awards:
• Joy Baer: Contributions to the forum website upgrade project
• Vicki Dudley: Fundraising efforts for the 2019 Signature Event
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COMMITTEE NEWS
To view the members on 
each committee, click on 

the committee name!

Membership Committee

Welcome New Members

Eunice Santos
Illinois Institute of Technology 
Ron Hochsprung Endowed Chair & Professor 
eunice.santos@iit.edu 
Eunice’s member sponsors are Pallavi Verma and Amy Dordek Dolinsky.

Peggy Parfenoff
WorldChicago
President
pparfenoff@worldchicago.org 
Peggy’s member sponsors are Jennifer Alter Warden and Amy Dordek Dolinsky.

Dorie Ellzey Blesoff
Relativity 
Chief People Officer 
dorie.blesoff@relativity.com 
Dorie’s member sponsors are Collete English Dixon and Amy Dordek Dolinsky.

Rachel Bronson
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 
President & CEO 
rbronson@thebulletin.org 
Rachel’s member sponsors are JoAnn Seagren and Jennifer Alter Warden.

Debra Schwartz
MacArthur Foundation 
Managing Director - Impact Investments 
dschwart@macfound.org 
Debra’s member sponsors are Julia Stasch and Jennifer Alter Warden.

Tasha Green Cruzat
Voices for Illinois Children
President 
tcruzat@voices4kids.org 
Tasha’s member sponsors are Dara Munson and Jennifer Cyra.

https://iwfchicago.org/Membership_Committee
https://iwfchicago.org/Membership_Committee
mailto:eunice.santos%40iit.edu%20?subject=
mailto:pparfenoff%40worldchicago.org%20?subject=
mailto:dorie.blesoff%40relativity.com%20?subject=
mailto:rbronson%40thebulletin.org%20?subject=
mailto:dschwart%40macfound.org%20?subject=
mailto:tcruzat%40voices4kids.org%20%20?subject=
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Peggy Parfenoff
WorldChicago
President
pparfenoff@worldchicago.org 
Peggy’s member sponsors are Jennifer Alter Warden and Amy Dordek Dolinsky.

Dorie Ellzey Blesoff
Relativity 
Chief People Officer 
dorie.blesoff@relativity.com 
Dorie’s member sponsors are Collete English Dixon and Amy Dordek Dolinsky.

Program Committee

Upcoming Events 
Register now and join in on the fun!

Visit www.iwfchicago.org to learn more.

Cocktails & Conversation: Canada

October 24, 2019
5:30pm to 7:30pm
Canadian Consulate Office

Consul General of Canada, John Cruickshank

Canada and the US share the largest unprotected 
border and have the largest trading relationship in 
the world.  In recent years however, trust and cross-
border restrictions have tested this friendship.  Learn 
more about this country to the north as we answer 
the question “Are Canadians just unarmed Americans 
with healthcare that eat Poutine”? You do not have 
to be registered for the Toronto Conference to enjoy 
this networking event with fellow members.

More information and registration

2019 World Leadership Conference Toronto

November 13 - 15, 2019
The Westin Harbour Castle

More information and registration

Post Toronto Trip to Niagara and Wine Country

November 16 & 17, 2019

Hosted by Lynn Osmond, born and raised in Niagara.
Reservation and deposit due September 15.

View Itinerary
Registration Form

IWF Chicago Holiday Celebration

December 4, 2019
5:30pm to 7:30pm
The Fortnightly of Chicago
120 E Bellevue Place, Chicago

Tis' the Season for Gathering: Members are 
invited to attend this annual gathering to 
celebrate the season with IWF Chicago friends. 
Cocktails and heavy apps will be created by the 
chefs at The Fortnighly. Please register for this 
member-only event.

More Information and Registration

mailto:pparfenoff%40worldchicago.org%20?subject=
mailto:dorie.blesoff%40relativity.com%20?subject=
https://iwfchicago.org/Program_Committee
http://www.iwfchicago.org
https://iwfchicago.org/meetinginfo.php?id=91&ts=1566003567
https://www.iwforum.org/toronto_canada_2019_iwf_world_leadership_conference
https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/images/downloads/Toronto_Conference_2019/iwf_niagara_trip_revised_registration_form.pdf
https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/images/downloads/Toronto_Conference_2019/iwf_niagara_trip_revised_registration_form.pdf
https://iwfchicago.org/meetinginfo.php?id=87&ts=1562777516
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Other Events of Interest

CHICAGO FINANCE EXCHANGE DINNER PROGRAM

Featuring City of Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot, Treasurer 
Melissa, Conyears-Ervin, Clerk Anna Valencia

Monday, September 16
5:30pm - 8:00pm
Standard Club of Chicago

Guest Tickets: $175
Table Sponsor: $2,000 reserved table of 10

IWF Members contact the CFE Administrator to register.

Joan Rockey and The Chicago Finance Exchange 
Leadership & Professional Development Exchange is excited 
to celebrate a historical Chicago event! For the first time 
in Chicago, the entire elected Executive Leadership of the 
City of Chicago is female! Mayor, Treasurer and Clerk. In 
addition, Chicago's newly appointed Chief Financial Officer 
is a woman.

LYRIC OPERA OF CHICAGO RECEPTION

Tuesday, September 24, 2019
5:30pm to 7:30pm

Sharon Oberlander and the Civic Engagement Committee 
cordially invites you and a guest to network with members 
of the Lyric's Board of Directors Executive Committee and 
other corporate partners.
RSVP to BusinessEnsembe@lyricopera.org by September 16

AMERICAN COUNCIL ON GERMANY LUNCHEON

Changing Demographics and Their Impact on Society and 
Politics: A View from Germany

Wednesday, September 25
12:00pm - 2:00pm
Dentons US LLP

Elke Rehbock invites you to this no-charge event

More information and RSVP

NACD LUNCH PROGRAM

Wednesday, September 25, 2019
11:15am to 1:30pm
The Chicago Club

Join NACD Chicago for an intimate and informative 
discussion with Ashley and Craig Duchossois on family and 
board dynamics in their multi-million dollar enterprise.

More information and registration

AMERICAN COUNCIL ON GERMANY BREAKFAST

Germany and the U.S. 30 Years After the Fall of the Wall

Tuesday, October 8
8:30am - 10:00am
The Chicago Club

Elke Rehbock invites you to this no-charge event.

More information and RSVP

THE CHICAGO FOUNDATION FOR WOMEN

34th Annual Luncheon

Tuesday, October 15, 2019
5:30pm to 7:30pm
Hilton Chicago

This year's keynote speaker is Elaine Welteroth, award 
winning journalist, author and former Editor-In-Chief 
of Teen Vogue. Edith Falk has reserved a table for IWF 
members - if you would like to hear an engaging speaker 
AND sit with friends, please indicate your would like to sit at 
Edith Falk's table when you register.

More Information and Registration

Below are events suggested by our members that may be of interest. 
If you are involved with a program you would like to promote, share 
on our LinkedIn Page or send information to info@iwfchicago.org.

http://admin@chicagofinanceexchange.org
mailto:BusinessEnsembe%40lyricopera.org?subject=
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/changing-demographics-and-their-impact-on-society-and-politics-a-view-from-germany-tickets-71397902047
https://chicago.nacdonline.org/Events/Detail/index.cfm?ItemNumber=65642
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/germany-and-the-us-30-years-after-the-fall-of-the-wall-a-chicago-warburg-chapter-event-tickets-71521620091
https://www.cfw.org/34th-annual-luncheon/
https://www.linkedin.com/m/login/
mailto:info%40iwfchicago.org?subject=


Board Members 

Collete English Dixon 
Membership, Chair

Debra Moritz
Membership, Vice Chair

Pamela Forbes
Engagement, Chair 

Evelyn Kuo Fitzgerald
Engagement, Vice Chair 

Kendra Coleman 
Programs, Chair 

Susan Poser
Programs, Vice Chair 

Kerry Jordan, CFA
Signature Event, Chair

Emily Reynolds
Signature Event, Vice Chair

Laurel Bellows
At Large Director

Kate Markin Coleman
At Large Director

Amy Dordek Dolinsky
At Large Director

Ginger Gorden
At Large Director

JoAnn Seagren
At Large Director

Mary Lee Montague
Immediate Past President &
Nominating Chair

Other Events of Interest (continued)

The two-day excursion showcases the impressive 
Canadian Niagara Falls; tour of local vineyards with 
gourmet luncheon featuring local varietals, as well as the 
region’s signature ice wine; and a visit to the idyllic town 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake, which will offer spa and shopping 
opportunities.

Register here by September 15!  
For a full itinerary, click here. 
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News You Can Use From the Admin Office

Chicago Member Directory

All Chicago members have access to the online Member 
Directory. This online resource has the most up-to-date 
roster information for Chicago forum members. Log in 
and look to confirm your data is correct or do a search 
and connect with a forum friend. If you need your login 
information resent to you, call 815-806-4908 or email  
info@iwfchicago.org.

View Directory Online

Board of Directors

Officers

Jennifer Alter Warden
President

Lynn Osmond
President Elect

Donna de St. Aubin
Secretary

Janet Malzone
Treasurer

IWF Chicago
Post Toronto Trip to Niagara Falls  

and Wine Country 
November 16 and 17, 2019 

Hosted by IWF member, Lynn Osmond,  
born and raised in Niagara.

https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/images/downloads/Toronto_Conference_2019/iwf_niagara_trip_revised_registration_form.pdf
https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/images/downloads/Toronto_Conference_2019/iwf_niagara_revised_trip_itinerary.pdf
https://iwfchicago.starchapter.com/members.php
mailto:info%40iwfchicago.org?subject=
https://iwfchicago.org/board.php
https://iwfchicago.org/board.php
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The International Women’s Forum builds 
better global leadership across careers, 
continents and cultures by connecting 

the world’s most accomplished women of 
significant and diverse achievement.


