
 

 

To Our IWF Chicago Community, 

It is with heavy hearts that we inform you that Lori Brown, a beloved member of our forum, passed 
away in her home on Sunday after a hard fought battle with cancer. 

Lori Brown lived life with an exuberance and entrepreneurial spirit uniquely her own.  She was intensely 
loyal and gave fiercely of herself to those she loved and to those things in which she believed.  Lori 
cultivated a diverse kaleidoscope of people from different walks of life.  A gifted listener, Lori had a 
talent for making people feel unique, valuable and interesting.  She had a strong intuition which she 
used to become a catalyst for connecting new people and ideas.  This contributed to her success in real 
estate and in her transition to executive talent management, at which she excelled.   

Working on any project with Lori was fast-paced and fun.  When she committed her name to something, 
few could match Lori’s unflagging energy and drive.  Lori was a key to the success of our inaugural IWF 
gala.   She understood the importance of creating traditions.  Lori realized how important this signature 
IWF event was to our organization and that first year would set an ongoing standard.  She was also 
Programs Co-Chair and worked with Susan Gallagher on expanding the diversity and depth of our event 
schedule.  Most recently, she helped shape the Opening Night plans for the 2016 Global Conference.  
Lori’s energy was matched only by her explosive, deep laugh that erupted frequently and freely, often 
lightening the mood at critical times. 

Lori loved to laugh.  She loved good food, good wine and good company.  She was so proud of her 
family.  Lori would light up when telling stories about Al, the kids and the grandkids.  Dinners were 
warm welcoming affairs where Lori might show off her ‘grand kid’ cups – which she avidly collected so 
each grandchild would always find a cup with their name at her table.  Those cups were lined up ready 
and waiting for the next family gathering.   

Lori’s influence is woven into the fabric of daily life of her family and friends through memories we will 
all treasure for years to come.  We are all richer for having her as a part of our lives.  We will miss her 
greatly. 

With a heavy heart, 

Lisa McClung 
Vice President, IWF Chicago 
May 22, 2016 

 

 

 


