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Nineteen (19) of us came to Vancouver bringing 4 spouses, and a baby with her nanny:  Kate Bensen, 
Joan Beugen, Lori Brown, Rebecca Bruening, Maura Carley, Ana Dutra, Suzanne Gilbert, Eileen 
Henderson, Pamela Forbes Lieberman, Marilyn Lissner, Sylvia Pozarnsky, Kristen Prinz, Melissa Quick, 
Usha, Raj, Terry Savage, Joyce Simon, Sara Sirotzky, Michelle Smead, and Judy Thornber,  
 
Here are some of the comments received from the IWF Chicago members who attended Vancouver.  The 
name of this conference was:  Modern Movements Shaping the World. 
 

1. Personally, I am so glad I came. I enjoyed unforgettable moments with our "Chicago team" as 
well as with a number of wonderful women from all over the world. The event was flawless 
executed, the presenters were first class and the venue was just gorgeous. I am looking forward 
to Berlin.  

 
2. This is an outstanding conference with amazing women. Count me in for Berlin! 

 
3. As a first time attendee, I felt welcomed and loved throughout the forum.   I want to thank all the 

other Chicago women for being so inclusive and supportive. Berlin here we come! 
 

4. Not only did I enjoy meeting women from other forums but getting to know our amazing Chicago 
members 
 

5. I am leaving my first IWF conference with a greater understanding of why you are so passionate 
about the organization. Truly a remarkable experience. I feel fortunate to be a member of the 
Chicago IWF community. 
 

6. It was a great experience.  
 

7. Meeting a fabulous, diverse group of women from all over the world. Seeing this world-class city, 
and learning about its history, including the "First Nations" people and the resolution of centuries 
old conflicts in one of the most modern cities in the world. But mostly your brain spins from the 
fascinating individual conversations at the receptions, dinners, bus rides to events. Truly 
networking at its best! 
 

8. Cities and conferences don't get much better than Vancouver.  I'm wearing my First American art. 
Scarf from the Reid museum. Our speakers left me more knowledgeable, if not more optimistic, 
about the future.  Jeff Rubin's book should be a 'must read' for everybody. 
 

9. I like to learn.  Coming to these conferences and listening to the top speakers on timely issues 
enhances my knowledge.  
 

10. The texting of one another helped to know where the Chicago members were.  Cell phones 
became the key of being together and being apart.  Great conference! 

The Gala – Closing Ceremonies – The Gala is held only in October and only in North America 



 
Imagine you have been invited to the Oscars.  Imagine that the Vancouver Olympic Torch was lit for IWF 
exclusively.  Imagine dress up and men in black tie.  Imagine a room full of amazing and first class 
women from around the world.  True to its word, Maura Carly and IWF Washington DC gave us 2 tables 
in the middle of the room, strategically placed. 
 
Imagine the music of the University of British Columbia Symphony Orchestra with Elaine Paige singing 
songs we all recognize like the musical Cats. 
 
Imagine the recognition of 2013 Women Who Make a Difference.  Imagine the 2013 Hall of Fame 
Honorees.  Imagine the imaginable. 
 
This was the gala!  3 hours on the most exquisite food, drinks, performance and speeches.  We felt we 
were part of the Oscars and we felt that each of us was getting an Oscar. 
 
To honor and recognize Joan Beugen’s four years of IWF Chicago leadership, our forum bought a full 
page ad for the Gala Book. 
 
The take away:  Terry Savage and I pledged that we will see an IWF Chicago Women get an award 
soon.  We have numerous Women Who Make a Difference in our chapter.  Let’s recognize them! 
 
The President’s Dinner – For Forum Presidents held on Tuesday before the official start of the 
May and October conference. 
 
This year the President’s Dinner celebrated the 20th anniversary of the launch of the IWF Fellows.  This 
program is part of IWF Leadership Foundation. 
 
There are about 400 fellows since the beginning of the program 20 years ago.  For the 2013-2014 (one 
year) class there are 34 women leaders selected from 13 countries.  The 2013 class includes a Chicago 
Fellow:  Christine Bense, Plant Manager, Kraft Foods.  With representation from the corporate, 
government, academic and non-profit sectors, these women reflect the growth and reach of the IWF 
Leadership Foundation Fellows Program.  These women will participate in programs at the Harvard 
Business School and at INSEAD’s global campus in Fontainebleau, France.  IWF and its Leadership 
Foundation are promoting better leadership for a changing world.   
 
To be admitted to become a Fellow, the applicant cannot be members of IWF.  These amazing women 
could be invited to join a local Forum two years after the completion of the Fellow program.  The 
candidates selected are among the very best of the entire group of candidates that apply to get into the 
program.  To be admitted to the program, there is a rigorous selection process.  It is highly competitive 
and only the top applicants get into the program.  The cost of the program per fellow is around 25,000.  It 
can be paid by her employer or from other means. 
 
The 34 women will forge business and personal relationships that will last their entire life.  A woman from 
Atlanta recited a 10 minute poem, without notes, of her experience with the Fellows Program. 
 
The Take Away:  IWF Chicago should try to find all the IWF fellows living in Chicago to invite them to join 
as members or at a minimum to participate in our events.  Some of us believe that if: 
 
a) these women have been selected from a rigorous admission program,  
b) if they have completed the competitive program, and 
c)  if they are young enough to become the next CEOs of corporations, 
 
our Forum should offer them the opportunity to join as members or participate in our programs. 
 
We will reach out to Washington DC for them to share with us a comprehensive list of all fellows living in 
Chicago.  The following is a partial list of members. 
 
Elizabeth Melas, Debbie Lentz, Kathleen Carroll, Graciela Ivonne Monteagudo, Claudia Wolf, Molly 
Baltman.   



 
The Conference in itself 
 
The speakers were very knowledgeable in the subject to be discussed and offered the other side of the 
equation.  Each panel was extremely provocative.  The speakers were professors of major universities or 
people who have written books on the subject discussed.  The speakers were the best selected by 
Washington DC.  There were topics including finance, energy, urban living, food, immigration and many 
more.  Each panel made us think differently.  Each panel kept our attention.  We were participants, we 
were listeners, we were engaged, we were energized, we felt that our time being there was well spent. 
 
Opportunity to see Vancouver 
 
There were opportunities to see Vancouver like Stanley Park, the Aquarium, and many more sites. 
 
Dine Arounds 
 
The Vancouver Amazing Women organized about 60 different homes to have conversation of any 
topics.  There were 6 to 10 women at each home.  There were buses and limos to pick us up from the 
hotel, to take us to their homes and to bring us back. 
 
Hospitality after 10 p.m. 
 
For those brave and amazing women who wanted to continue the conversation, IWF offered 
entertainment and open bar on each night of the conference.  This offered a great chance to meet very 
bright women from other forums. 
 
Who are we and who organizes the conferences? 
 
IWF is the number one Global Women Leaders organization.  It is headquartered in Washington DC with 
local forums in the United States and abroad.  IWF has approximately 5,000 women members. 
 
It is Washington DC that selects most of the speakers in combination with the local forum. 
 
The Global IWF holds its annual meeting in October.  For 2013 – 2015, the new President elected at this 
meeting is The Hon. Ludmila Shvetsova from Russia and the Vice President is Sein M. Chew from Hong 
Kong.  Joan Beugen from the Chicago Forum was elected to the board of directors of IWF Global. 
 
There are two board of directors in Washington DC:  The Global IWF and the IWF Leadership 
Foundation.  In addition, each forum has its own board. 
 
In addition to the Fellows, does IWF Global has another signature program? 
 
The latest signature is On the Board Program.  It is one year old.  On the Board is advancing women’s 
corporate board leadership.  IWF is accepting applications and nominations for the 2014 class through 
October 23, 2013.  This is an elite one-year program that trains and places women on corporate boards. 
 
Once you attend a conference, are you hooked to attend all other conferences? Berlin, here we 
come! 
 
Yes, we are gearing up to Berlin for May 21-23, 2014.  The Intercontinental Hotel has been reserved.  It is 
not open for registration as of yet.  Anja Gockel and Kirsten Harms are the co-chairs for the event.  In 
Chicago, we have one IWF member who came from the German IWF forum:  Lianne Stein from 
Boeing.  We will invite Lianne to have a discussion with those IWF members interested in attending 
Berlin.  We believe we will have 40 people attending Berlin including members and spouses.  We spoke 
in Vancouver with Kristen who assured us that Angela Merkel (Mom Angie) (the most powerful women in 
the world as described by many) will be the key note speaker. If you are planning to attend Berlin, please 
drop us a line. 
 
Conclusion 



This is a special report.  Please watch for the November news.  Please remember that the Holiday Party 
is December 12 at 6 p.m. at Ann Drake’s (amazing glass collection).  Please mark your calendar.  Please 
be active. 
 
Thank you 
Sara Sirotzky 
 


